September 2023 Newsletter

President’s Letter

Welcome Back!
We have a fantastic year ahead and I’'m excited to share it with you!

Spoiler Alert: Please read this Newsletter, cover to cover, as we will no longer be
sharing the same information ‘live’ at our meetings. This allows us more time for
our great programs, visiting our various committee tables, socializing and, of
course, Show & Tell!

Late last Spring, we lost one of our members, Darla Fox. For those of us who
knew her, she was a passionate quilter and loved this community. So much so,
that she left her quilting things to our guild to benefit our programs! We will be
sharing many of her things with all of you at our meetings...in creative ways to
honor Darla’s memory. The first big event will be an auction at our October Guild
Meeting for her Horn Sewing Machine Cabinet and her Bernina Virtuosa Sewing
Machine (see page X for more information), both in beautiful condition. I'll share
more details during our September meeting.

And speaking of our September program, Ruth McWilliams will be coming to
share her Barn Quilt Story. To accommodate her program, we will be starting our
meeting promptly at 7:00pm at Eno. Please be sure to allow yourself time to
arrive, sign in and find a seat. We will hold our business meeting following Ruth’s
presentation. We do have a few seats left for her workshop on Thursday — see
Kathi Maglia or Joanne Farrell at the meeting to sign-up.

We want to hear from each of YOU! Our program committee will be sharing a
SURVEY via email. Please take a few minutes to share what interests you and
what you'd like more, or less, of in our future programs and events.

Do you know who our Board of Director Members are this year? What about
our many Committee Chairs? Each Board of Directors member has a blue ribbon
attached to their name tag; our Committee Chairs have a yellow ribbon attached
to their name tag; and members who are both Board and Committee members
have both ribbons! Be sure to ask them what role they are filling and their vision
for the coming year!

We're looking for a volunteer or two this year...my sincere and heartfelt thanks

to both Susan Elliott and Connie Bielstein for chairing the CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day
for the past 5 years. It’s time to pass the torch and Susan and Connie would like

to work with a new team to continue this amazing tradition that our guild
started!

Hope your quilting journey continues to take you to wonderful new places!

Caroline
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Survey

Last 2 pages of the newsletter is the survey. Please take a few minutes to print it and give us your thoughts.

Treasurer’s Update

All the Guild accounts are balanced and in good order. The Board approved the Guild 2023-2024 Budget
and it is available on Members Only section of the Guild Website. Look under the tab that says
"Minutes/Treasurer/Budget. If you have any questions or concerns please let me know

at annedodge71@gmail.com. Anne Dodge, Treasurer

Friendship Blocks

Friendship blocks are due at Oct, Jan, March and May meetings.
Directions can be found on the guild website or by going to tinyurl.com/FVQFriend2023

Questions-email Linnea (neaya@aol.com) or Katha (kkerr8994 @yahoo.com)

Guild Library

From the Guild Librarians,

The Guild budget includes a small amount of money to purchase Library items for this year. We are looking for suggestions
of items you would like to see added to the collection. They can be books or tools but should be items that would be of
interest to the group as a whole. The Guild Librarians also except gifts to the library but once again they should be newer
items, in good shape, and of general interest. We do reserve the right to either refuse items or reserve them for the book
sales table at the 2024 Quilt Show. Thanks from Anne Dodge, Lois Palmer, and Kitty Vangunten.

ABC Quilts

All is quiet for the ABC committee. We will be working on the design and kits for the next batch of ABC quilts to be
distributed to members who wish to participate in the fall. In the meantime, if anyone has any questions, please
reach out to either Peggy Thomsen or Kathie Fallon.

June Challenge

Thanks to everyone who participated in the June 2023 Challenge!! The projects were great. | will be giving the details
for the June 2024 challenge soon. Stay tuned.
Contact Diane Calkin: dicalkin@gmail.com with any questions.
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Programs and Workshops

A PDF Printout of programs is available on our Website: FVQuilter.org

Please contact Program Co-Chairs Kathi Maglia (kmmaglia@comcast.net) or Joanne Farrell (jsanrafael@aol.com) (with
any questions about these programs or suggestions for future speakers.

We are excited to share the Fall lineup of Programs with everyone. We have a nice range of presenters from Barn
Quilting, Modern Quilting and more traditional Christmas Quilts to inspire us.

Please note, we have a room for four more people in the September 21 Barn Quilting workshop. If you are interested,
please let Kathi Maglia know by September 19" at kmmaglia@comcast.net or 860-965-3244.

Programs Lineup:
September 20, 2023
Ruth McWilliams — Barn Quilting

Ruth McWilliams is a leader in the barn quilt movement and passionate about sharing this art form. She is
President of the Board of Directors of TAUNY, a non-profit organization in upstate New York which explores,
honors, and celebrates the diverse cultures, skills, and crafts of everyday life in New York’s North Country.

Over the past several years, hundreds of Barn Quilts; colorful painted squares, inspired by traditional quilt
patterns, have popped up on barns, homes, town halls, and other creative locations around St. Lawrence County,
NY and beyond. Ranging dramatically in size, patterns, and imagery, they are the creations of local artists and
community members taking part in a grassroots arts and economic development movement. Often, making barn
quilts is a way to celebrate local heritage, identity, and community. They are also often part of organized
community efforts to draw tourism to small towns around the region.

There are two extensive, well-established Barn Quilt Trails in St. Lawrence County in Colton and Hammond, NY.

September 21, 2023
Whirlwind Workshop - Barn Quilting Basics in One Day
Avon Congregational Church, Avon, CT - 9:30—5:30

The overall goal is to introduce participants to barn quilting through hands-on activities and build their
confidence to paint more barn quilts for themselves and/or others. All participants will create mini-barn quilts
measuring 12x12 inches, selecting a design from a limited number of popular traditional quilt patterns that
can be completed in a day (e.g., Whirlwind, Pine Tree, Maple Leaf, Friendship Star, etc.). Unlike in a
standard workshop with 24 hours of class time, participants will start with a sanded and primed board.

Under Ruth McWilliams’s direction, workshop participants will learn to: draw their selected design on their
piece of board; tape their design for painting; paint using brushes, rollers, and exterior paint; and touch up
their designs. The materials provided by the presenter will include: a primed Medium Density Overlay
(MDO) board; Frog Tape; Benjamin Moore Aura Waterborne Exterior Paints (Low Lustre) from the Affinity
Colors palette in her paint pool; and all other supplies needed. Participants also will receive handouts
covering supplies needed and steps to painting barn quilts.
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Programs and Workshops (cont’d)

October 18, 2023
Ann Brauer - Modern Quilts: Technique, Inspiration & Trunk Show

Ann Brauer has been a Fiber Artist for the past 40 years. She has always loved working with color and fabric. Ann
is a self-taught quilt maker who creates abstract landscapes by piecing and sewing thin strips of cotton fabric
through the cotton batting onto the back. Her work is in numerous museumes, institutions and private collections
including the American Museum of Art + Design, the Lodge at Turning Stone in Verona, NY, the Federal District
Courthouse in Springfield, MA and Pat Metheny (the jazz guitarist).

Each work is a unique expression of a time and place. She does all the work herself in her studio in Shelburne
Falls, MA. Ann will share how she gets inspiration and demonstrate her unique techniques in making modern
quilts.

November 15, 2023
Sue Reich- Quilts and Christmas- The Perfect Blend - Trunk Show

Sue Reich is a quiltmaker, author, speaker, independent quilt researcher and appraiser. She began her study of
quilt history with the Connecticut Quilt Search Project in 1991 and has served on the board since its beginning. A
quiltmaker since childhood, she lectures widely on many aspects of quilt history, and is a certified AQS quilt
appraiser and author of nine Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. quilt books. Sue Reich - Quilt History: Layer by Layer
(coveringquilthistory.com)

Christmas Quilts Trunk Show- Quilts and Christmas are the perfect blend. Jump into the holiday mood with a
trunk show from Sue. You might be interested in her book available on Amazon: The Quilter's Night Before
Christmas: A Treasury of Tradition

March 20, 2024

The Art of Janice and David Jones

The husband-and-wife team of Janice and David Jones share a passion for creating art and enjoy presenting
lectures, trunk shows and workshops.

Janice has been quilting since she was a child. From seamstress work to art quilting, this creative passion has
always been part of her life.

David’s passion was Indian ink and brush drawings for the six years he lived in Paris before moving to
Massachusetts in 1980. The transition to oil started in 2007. David has exhibited his oil paintings and has won
many awards at juried shows, including “Best in Show”. His work has been published in many modern art books.
He is the President of the Arts Institute Group of the Merrimack Valley and belongs to many artists guilds.

March 21, 2024: Workshop: Seeing the Everyday in and Abstract Way

This workshop, led by Janice and David Jones will focus on taking fabric, paint (or any medium) spread on a
surface, which the artist then reviews and studies to see the abstract shape that will become the driving idea for
the finished art quilt, painting, or drawing. The goal will be to compose an art quilt or artwork using this technique
during the session and elicit peer ideas and input during the process. Students will be astonished and excited by
the end product! Simple step-by-step techniques to create abstract work will also be demonstrated.
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Programs and Workshops (cont’d)

March 21, 2024: Workshop: Seeing the Everyday in and Abstract Way

This workshop, led by Janice and David Jones will focus on taking fabric, paint (or any medium) spread on a
surface, which the artist then reviews and studies to see the abstract shape that will become the driving idea for
the finished art quilt, painting, or drawing. The goal will be to compose an art quilt or artwork using this
technique during the session and elicit peer ideas and input during the process. Students will be astonished and
excited by the end product! Simple step-by-step techniques to create abstract work will also be demonstrated.

April 17, 2024 - Presenter - To Be Announced

May 15, 2024
Christa Nee- Joint Protection and Body Mechanics for the Quilter
Christa is an Occupational Therapist, Yoga Instructor and Quilter.

We've all sat at our machines for hours on end...only to ache afterwards. Protect those Joints! Learn the benefits
of and ways to improve posture, body mechanics, joint protection and stretching to improve your quilting
experience for years to come.

Retreats

The retreat is quickly approaching! If you haven't responded to the e-mail | sent please do so soon, | need the
requested information in order to plan appropriately. If you did not receive the e-mail let me know. There is
only one slot left for the chair massages...first come first serve.

Final payment is due by October 1st. If you bring your payment to the meeting please give it to Anne Dodge. If
you are mailing it please send it to the guild PO Box:

Farmington Valley Quilters

PO Box 172

Weatogue, CT 06089

If you need to know your balance please let me know, or Anne can tell you at the meeting.

Thank you!
Katha

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, kkerr8994@yahoo.com or (860) 970-1570.
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Remembering Darla Fox...

Darla has generously donated the contents of her quilting studio to the guild — we are beyond grateful as this was such a
generous and thoughtful gift! A testament to Darla and her love of quilting!

There are two items — her Horn sewing cabinet and Bernina sewing machine — that will be auctioned during our October
Guild Meeting!

Several unfinished quilt tops and a few new items will be shared with the Quilt Show Committee. The quilt tops will be
finished and offered for sale in our Boutique and the new items will help fill our Raffle Baskets.

Her remaining fabric stash will be shared with all of you via our Fabric Swap Table over the coming months, so be sure to
stop by!

* Originally purchased 1981 @ Close to Home
* Closest current model today is the 8090 @ $4,800 new!
* White Oak finish; gold tone hardware
* Very good condition
* Measurements:
* 30" tall
* 48" long
* 20" wide plus a 20” wide leaf that folds up (total of 40” when open)
* Opening bid S500

* Purchased new in October 1997 - $2,180 new, valued at $650+
* Very good condition

* Includes many accessories pictured:

* Virtuosa toolbox (remaining contents)

* Bernina walking foot

¢ Multiple Bernina presser feet: #1, 2, 4, 5, 20, 29, 32, and 37
* All power chords and foot peddle

¢ Knee-lift system

* Bernina sewing table and guide that attaches to the machine
e 12+ bobbins

* Opening bid $200




NEQM Events

The following program is on view at the museum. Remember FV offers free entry for use
by our members.  July 18-Sept 30, 2023 Timna Tarr’s work

NEQM Guest Passes

The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone
interested in visiting there in the next year. If you’ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on
YouTube where you’ll find informative videos on current happenings.

Neonatal Quilts

Neonatal Committee

Kitty Vangunten
Darcy Gray
Maureen Hulsart
Linda Johnston

We are the new members of the Neonatal Committee. We would like to thank Alberta Cully and Phyllis Small
for their work during this past year. Overall, the Guild donated 214 baby quilts, 238 scent cloths and 237 gift
bags. Kudos on your great work!

As we start our 23-24 Guild year, we are excited to continue Alberta and Phyllis’s work. Please let me remind
you the requirements for neonatal quilts and scent cloths.

Quilts should be no smaller than 36” x 36” and no larger than 40”x40".
Scent cloths should be no smaller than 6”x6” and no larger than 8”x8".

All donated quilts and scent cloths should be washed prior to delivery to our table.

Stop by our Neonatal Table during our meeting and select some fabric from the large assortment available. We
also have batting measuring 45”x45”, just large enough for a baby quilt. Labels are also available for pick-up to
finish your quilt.

Maureen met with Sheri, the neonatal nurse who is our liaison to the unit. She expressed such appreciation for
our donations. The quilts give the unit a warm comforting environment for the parents during a stressful time

and they are so appreciated by the recipients!

With your assistance, we look forward to continuing to provide quilts to the hospital and their wee ones!



Snowflake Shop

By Maureen Hulsart

SNOWFLAKE
SHOP!

.

The Snowflake shop is a service provided by Connecticut Children’s Hospital to families
with children in the hospital over the holidays. Gift items are provided to the Snowflake
shop over the course of the year. The Guild provides drawstring bags which allows
families to take away their selections in a decorative bag, concealing any surprises from
the children and even omitting the need to wrap (if this is preferred!). Last year, close to
200 families shopped The Snowflake shop at Connecticut Children’s Hospital and their
NICU Snowflake Shop setups.

The Guild has been contacted and asked if we could continue to provide these draw-string

bags during this upcoming holiday season and we have agreed to once again take on the
challenge. Deadline for delivering the bags is December 15, 2023.

Requirements:
% re-usable bags with drawstring (approximately 36”x24” to hold up to50 pounds

% Fabric: solid colors including blue, silver, white, green. Some Christmas/winter prints,
children’s prints etc. Some of our families do not celebrate any of the winter
holidays

Completed bags can be left with Maureen at our monthly meeting. Visit our Gift Bag
Table where a limited amount of fabric is available to help you make a gift bag.

Thank you for your support!



Sunshine

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need one. In
order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know if anyone who could use a card from
us. If you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board member. Kathy's e-mail

is kbakerl@att.net

Sew Thankful Quilters

Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on
the second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon. We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would

welcome anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.
If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

Advertisements

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed.

Grace ez3 quilting frame—includes wall mount. $75 pick up in Litchfield CT 9/23
see Linnea Amodio or call 860-967-4859

Quilt stand in very good shape that | would like to give away. Contact me if interested.
Suzanne Salat

Salatsuzanne3@gmail.com 5/23
914-572-4771
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Quilting Events in the Area

Soo Nipi Quilters' Guild Quilt Show
Sept. 9 — Oct. 11, 2023

Library Arts Center

58 N. Main St., Newport NH 03773
https:/libraryartscenter.org/

Creative Arts Contests at The Big E

Sept. 15 — Oct. 1, 2023
1305 Memorial Avenue, West Springfield MA 01089
https://www.thebige.com/creativearts

Silver City Quilt Guild

September 23 - 24, 2023

500 Norton Ave Taunton MA 02780
https:/www.silvercityquiltguild.org

Belknap Mill Quilters Guild Harvest of Quilts Show &
Mysterious Quilt Journey

Sept. 23 — 24, 2023

Belknap Mill

25 Beacon St. East. Laconia NH
https:/www.bmaqg.org/

Merrimack Valley Quilters Annual Show "Summer’s End"
September 29 — 30, 2023

Hope Community Church

11 Hale Street Newburyport MA
https:/mvquilters.org/quilt-show/

A Walk on the Wild Side: Hiking the Falmouth
Conservation Areas

Sept. 29 - Oct. 23, 2023

Falmouth Art Center

137 Gifford St., Falmouth MA
https:/falmouthart.org/

Quilters by the Sea, RI: Every Quilt Tells a Story
Sept. 30 — Oct. 1, 2023

The Pennfield School

110 Sandy Point Ave., Portsmouth, RI 02871
http:/quiltersbytheseari.com/

2023 AQS Worldwide Quilt Parade
Oct. 3-18, 2023
Virtual Show

Crazy Quilters of Cape Cod Annual Quilt Show
October 7, 2023

Gus Canty Community Center

790 Main Street, Falmouth MA
http://www.crazyquiltersofcapecod.com/

Quilting in the Land of Milk & Honey Quilt Show
October 7 - 8, 2023

Middlebury Recreation Center

154 Creek Rd Middlebury VT
http:/www.milkandhoneyquilters.com/

27th Quilt & Needle Arts Show

October 7 - 8, 2023
First Church of Christ Congregational
499 Town St. East Haddam, CT 06423

Ninigret Quilters 2023 Quilt Show
October 13 — 15, 2023

Westerly Armory

41 Railroad Avenue Westerly Rl 02891
http:/ninigretquilters.blogspot.com/p/quilt-show-2023.html

Crosstown Quilters

Wrapped In Comfort Quilt Show
October 14 - 15, 2023

Abington Senior Center

441 Summer Street  Abington, MA 02351
http:/www.crosstownquilters.org/

Rising Star Quilters 34th Annual Quilt Show
October 14 — 15, 2023

Robbins Memorial Town Hall

730 Massachusetts Ave

Arlington MA 02476
https:/www.risingstarquilters.org/

BUCC Quilt Show & Sale with Sewing Tag Sale
October 20 - 22, 2023

18 Park St. Belchertown MA 01007
https:/buccquiltshowandsale.weebly.com/

Cocheco Quilt Show: Cocheco Village
October 21 - 22, 2023
James W. Foley Memorial Community Center

150 Wakefield St Rochester NH
http:/cochecoquilters.com/index.html

Concord Piecemakers Quilt Guild Biennial FYN Sale
October 21, 2023

St Matthews United Methodist Church

435 Central Street, Acton Massachusetts 01720
http:/concordpiecemakers.org/

The Piecemakers Quilt Show

October 28, 2023

Seekonk Congregational Church

600 Fall River Avenue, Seekonk MA 02771
https:/sewmanyshows.com/event/the-piecemakers-
quilt-show-seekonk-ma/

Boston Modern Quilt Guild Showcase
Nov. 1 — Dec. 30, 2023

Morse Institute Library

14 East Central Street, Natick MA 01760

https://bostonmqg.blogspot.com/

Hammersmith Quilters Show: Around the Block
November 4 - 5, 2023

Saugus Senior Center

466 Central ST, Saugus MA 01906
https:/hggsaugus.org/index.php/event/hammersmith-
quilters-quild-quilt-show/
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Membership

Hi all, Gail Burk and Pam Stenman have taken over as membership co-chairs. If you have any questions regarding
your membership, please contact either one of us. Gail at gajburk@aol.com or Pam at pacal72@charter.net.

Please remember to wear your name tags and to sign in at each meeting!
As of the end of June, we have 117 members. Four members rejoined or joined in June: Mary Jo Delowery, Kim
Kelly, Pam Weaver, and Chris Snieckus. One new member joined in July: Regina Sanchez. Please welcome them to

the group!

Newsletter Submissions

Due the Friday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting. Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com
Submissions for next newsletter due October 13th.

2022-2023 Board Members

President
Vice President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer
Programs

Newsletter Editor
Publicity

Social Programs

Webmaster
Quilt Show Chair 2024

Website: Fvquilters.org

Caroline Berman
Ellyn Mansfield
Pam Stenman, Gail Burk
Keri Livingston
Anne Dodge
Kathi Maglia
Joanne Farrell
Diane Calkin
Rose Day
Bridget Shanley
Linda Walter
Candy Casciano
Patti Slason
Katha Kerr

Kitty Vangunten
Jan Porri

Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters

2022-2023 Committee Members

ABC Quilts

Fabric Swap Box
Friendship Blocks

Hospitality

June Challenge
Library

Mystery Night
Neonatal Quilts

Sunshine
Photographer
Retreats

CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day

Peggy Thomsen
Kathie Fallon
Margaret Dooley-Duncan
Linnea Amodio
Katha Kerr
Donna Gosselin
Marie Knapps
Diane Calkin
Anne Dodge
Lois Palmer
Kitty Vangunten
Rose Day
Maureen Hulsart
Darcy Gray

Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnston
Kathy Lettieri
TBD

Katha Kerr

TBD
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Farmington Valley Quilters - Program Survey — September 2023

What types of Programs would YOU like to see in 2023-2024? Please respond to this survey by
September 20 and bring to the meeting or send via mail (see instructions on page 2*).

1. List three well-known quilters that you would like the Program committee to investigate for coming to
our Guild. These can be nationally known, someone that you've seen and or/read about, etc. Or someone
you've seen or taken a class with at another quilt show/shop, someone you've heard about, etc.

2. List in order of preference & note if there is something specific you would like them to lecture on/teach.

a.

3. Would you be interested in taking a workshop if it was for a two- or three-day period? YES NO

4. Would you go to more Sew Ins during the year (not just the summer)? If so, how many?  YES NO

Number:

5. Would you like to replace a meeting with a nighttime Sew In? YES NO
6. Are you interested in participating in daytime Sewing Bees? YES NO
7. Are you interested in having a Guild Member teach a class on a Saturday? YES NO

8. Are you interested in workshops that are not just about quilting (how to make bags, wool felting,
quilling, etc.)? Please list what your #1 preference is:

9. Would you be interested in any off-site meetings and/or bus trips, e.g., New England Quilt Museum,
Lowell, Massachusetts; Salmon Brook Historical Society; etc. If so, list which ones:

c.
10. Would you be able to do this on a weekday if we can’t do it on a weekend? YES NO
11. Would you be willing to pay for a bus trip? YES NO

12. Which skills and/or techniques would you most like to learn:

a.




13. What skills and/or techniques are you experienced with that members could approach you with a
question, and whether you would be willing to share/demo, etc.:
a.

14. Is this something you would like to share in a meeting? YES NO

15. Is this something you would like to share outside of a meeting, e.g., Sew-In or Workshop? YES NO

16. Describe what you consider to be the perfect program for the Guild.

17. Please provide any other comments or suggestions that might help the Program Committee to bring
what YOU want to see and learn to our guild. If you want to make any more comments on a question,
please note the question number.

Name:

How would you like us to contact you if we have questions or would like to discuss?

Email/phone:

*Please print this out, write in your answers and return this survey at the September meeting to Kathi
Maglia or Joanne Farrell by September 20™, 2023. Or print it out, write in your answers and mail it to Kathi
Maglia, 20 Andrew Dr., Canton. CT 06019.

Thank you!



