April 2025 Newsletter

President’s Letter

Dear fellow quilters,

Hope you are are doing well.

Sometimes when it is especially quiet, | think | can hear the purr of your machines
going, getting your quilts ready for our show!

Plenty of time to plan and get it done. September 20! Although, | do believe the
committee will want to have your quilt in their hands before the start of the show!

Administrative items:

* Check out information about our September Quilt show.

* Saturday sew in, April 26. Check further in the newsletter for details.

* Check out details on the Historical society’s Trade Day— still time to participate.
* Keep working on the Mystery Quilt challenge. Show and tell in June.

* Nominating committee will present FV’s slate of officers at April’s meeting. We
are looking for a program co-chair. | think YOU would be perfect. The vote for the
new board will be at the June meeting.

Hello again.
Now that the fun stuff is out of the way, | bring you to a challenge: please consider
serving on FV’s board.

The guild is similar to a family. A family comes together to make sure there is food,
shelter and works to keep the harmony alive. That is what our Guild does.

In June and December, we feed each other.

In the event Eno Hall is unable to accommodate us (remember when Eno’s
plumbing was not working, we met at the Avon church?) the board works to find a
meeting place.

And as far as keeping a sense of harmony and purpose —fellowship blocks,
charity quilts, mystery night and the program committee all come together to keep
our harmony, our love of quilting, alive.

What does it take to be on the FV board? Just a focus on keeping our shared love
of quilting alive. Those of you who have served in the past; we respect your past
participation and commitment, but we will need you again.

As your president | came to this role having joined FV two years prior. | have
embarrassed myself. | have forgotten to do what | had promised. | have
mispronounced names. And | have missed meetings. All are indications that you
have a human president.

Your skills are very much needed. You are a part of the FV family and you are
needed to support FV as we strive to keep the harmony and in keep in touch with
all members.

Talk to me about what it takes to be a partner in the behind the scenes business of
Farmington Valley Quilt Guild. You will enjoy the experience. And if you don’t
enjoy the experience, | will take your place. Except for treasurer...... me and
numbers don’t see eye to eye. There will be disharmony in the books with me at
the helm.... The rest is up to you.

Sincerely,
Ellyn Mansfield, President, FV
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Treasurer’s Update

The guild financial accounts are balanced in good order. A financial statement has been updated on our website.

Chris Murray Treasurer.

Membership

At the March meeting we welcomed new members Joanne Burke and Claudia Goodman and our
membership is now at 113. A successful effort has been made to keep the membership strong and we look
forward to greeting everyone at each meeting. Please take time to say hello to our newer members.As
always we are available to answer any questions.

Pam Stenman

Gail Burk

Mystery Quilt

Hi all, in 2025 rather than having a Mystery Night, we are going to do a Mystery Quilt starting in January with the
goal to have your project completed and ready to show at the June Meeting. We will post clues on the website
every week under the Members Section Mystery Quilt Block. This will leave you with plenty of time to complete
the project in time for the June Meeting and to enter your finished quilt in the quilt show!

Check out the Website for the Fabric Requirements and the first step to get started! If you have any questions,
please reach out to either of us. Remember that fabrics should be distinctly different coordinating colors of the
same shade or different coordinating colors!

Pam Stenman & Rose Day

Retreats

The fall retreat will be October 29 - November 2, 2025 at the Incarnation Center in Ivoryton Connecticut. The retreat is
an excellent opportunity to get to know your fellow guild members, sew to your hearts content and enjoy somebody else's
cooking! If you haven't been on a retreat I encourage you to try it out, each person has their own room with a twin size
bed (unless you want to share a room) and a 6' table in the sewing room. Meal service begins with dinner Thursday.

Cost for the retreat is:
Wednesday-Sunday, $390
Thursday-Sunday, $340

Sign ups begin at the April meeting, your non-refundable $100 deposit holds your spot. Please make checks payable to
FVQI. If you would like to sign up but won't be at the meeting please let me know so I can put you on the list and mail a
check to: Farmington Valley Quilters, PO Box 172, Weatogue CT 06089 Your spot is not held until your check is received.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Katha

NEQM Guest Passes

The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone interested in

visiting there in the next year. If you’'ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on YouTube where you’ll find
informative videos on current happenings.



Simsbury Historical Society Event

Simsbury Historical Society
is hosting an event called
“Historic Trades Day” as their
first event in the 250th
anniversary of the United
States Independence. It will
be Saturday, May 3 10-3 PM
and they have invited our
guild to participate and be a
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cosponsor. We will have an Immerse yourselfin a 1780§tavem
antique quilt display as well seemingly comes to life! Interactiwi
as some folks h?r?d . crafts people. See antique}
stitching. In addition they will

have weavers, spinners modern tools in use. \llatch
blacksmith, and other trades materials were producediduri

which needed to be done as Revolutionary/War period!
we were no longer getting ”

supplies from England. They
are having two speakers one MAY 3.2025 10AM - 3PM
at 11 speaking on spinning 2
and Carla But at 1 pm

speaking on antique
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If you have an antique quilt
that we may borrow, please
bring it to the April meeting
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also need folks to take a turn
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can come and stitch for an
hour or two or the whole 800 Hopmeadow Street | www.simsburyhistory.org
time.

WEAVING * SPINNING * QUILTING * ANTIQUE WINDOW RESTORATION

Since we will not be hosting “Hang-a-Quilt Day” this year, the Historical Society has offered for us to hang
quilts on their fences for the event. These will not be the antique ones, but currently made quilts. We are
looking for a person who will be responsible for this display. If we find that person, we can collect those
quilts too at the April meeting. Please call Susan Elliott, 860-748-1775, if you are willing to take this small
job on for the guild.

Susan Elliott



Programs and Workshops

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs
Winter — Spring 2025

A PDF printout of programs is available on our website: FVQuilter.org

Please contact Joanne Farrell or Caroline Berman with any questions about these programs or suggestions for future speakers. Fall programs are being

finalized and will be shared in the May Newsletter!

Program Description

About the Presenter

Giucy Giuce: Fabric Design and His Quilting Journey Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, April 16"

Giuseppe Ribaudo is better known as Giucy Giuce. He learned how to sew from spending time with his grandmother growing
up. He will share how his quilting journey evolved into fabric and pattern design and his love for bold colors.

It wasn’t until college that he discovered quilting. Giuseppe began with sewing improvisational quilts before moving into
modern traditional territory. He joined Instagram shortly thereafter and quickly found himself making long distance friends in
the ever-growing quilting community via social media.

After bouncing around the country for about a decade, Giucy decided to move back to New York to pursue a career in textiles.
Within a few months of being in NYC, he was offered a marketing position at Andover Fabrics and was promoted to
multimedia manager a year later. In 2018, he refocused his energy on fabric design and released his first collection Quantum.
In 2021, Giucy released his tenth collection called Nonna, an homage to his beloved grandmother. His most recent

release, Sleuth, is the third and final collection in a true crime series dubbed The Gnarls Hollow Trilogy.

Giucy continues to design fabric and patterns, lecture, and teach quilting workshops all over the country.

GiucyGiuce.com

Giucy Giuce: Workshop, Thursday, April 17t

Students will learn modular foundation paper piecing with Giucy Giuce’s Re quilt, a uniquely customizable pattern. Currently
the pattern is only available through the workshop.

Re is a modular pattern in which the sewist decides what size blades (from 3 choices) they would like to use and the
frequency in which the blades appear. Meaning you can choose to eliminate some blades entirely. Make the blades the same

size, make them all different, leave spaces. This creates countless variations!

Giucy Giuce will share his tips and tricks for best practices when foundation paper piecing and sewing curves. Don't miss the

chance to be the first to take this new workshop! In addition, in this workshop, Giucy Giuce will help the sewist become more
confident in exploring and understanding color. 1

Workshop details and supply list have been sent to all participants. The Workshop will be held from 9:00-4:00 at the
Quilted Ewe, 37 Greenwoods Rd, New Hartford, CT.
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Jill Staubitz: Weaver Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, May 21

Jill fell in love with weaving about twelve years ago, when she retired from my career as a graphic designer. She became a
weaving artisan for the Hartford Artisans Weaving Center and began teaching as well as weaving her own creations.

In her professional life as a weaver, her work has appeared in Long Thread Media’s Handweavers and Little Looms magazines.
She has taught workshops around the US and has been a presenter at HGA’s Spinning and Weaving Week, as well as designing
weaving patterns for WEBS.

In recent years, she has discovered that the parallels between quilting and weaving strongly appeal to her as a designer. She is
passionate about the endless array of beautiful colors and patterning in quilting, as she is about creating patterns through
weaving. Jill is always excited about the potential for artistic expression and love combining beautiful fabrics into what she
thinks of as collaging with cloth.

NOTE: There will not be a workshop.

Home | FINAL Modern Weaver




Socials

From the Social’s Chair:
All sign-up sheets for the following sew-ins will be found at the Library Table during our next Guild meetings:

. Spring Saturday Sew-In is planned for Saturday, April 26, 2025, at the Simsbury Public Library. This is an event
that the Guild started offering for our working members who cannot make weekday Sew-Ins. It will run from
10:00 am to 3:00 pm and will be in the Weatogue Room which is on the lower level of the library. There is room
for 12 people.

. Summer Sew-Ins are scheduled for July 17t and August 21%. They are both on a Thursday and will be held at the
First Church of Christ, Simsbury, from 10:00-3:00. Please sign up for one of these events. They are a wonderful
way to get some sewing done and get to know fellow quilters and forge some great friendships!

Anne Dodge

Guild Library

From the Guild Librarians:

Each month, we feature special items from the Guild Library to pique interest. The list of items available in
the Guild Library is on the members portion of the FVQ website. If you find something interesting let Anne
Dodge (annedodge71@gmail.com) know and it will be waiting for you at the next Guild meeting.

As summer approaches, you may start to think about learning new skills. One that requires open ventilated
space is fabric dyeing. As one author suggests, using an open ventilated porch or garage is the best space to
set up a work area. The following two books are from the Guild Library collection that might spark an interest
in exploring this aspect of fabric and quilting.

Dying to Quilt: Quick Direct-Dye Methods for Quilt Makers, by Joyce Mori and Cynthia Myerberg, Quilt Digest,
1997. Thisis a good beginner book that shows how to mix dyes and prepare fabric for dyeing. It also shows
two different methods, one to create solid colors and the other to create mottled colors.

Color Your Cloth: A Quilter’s Guide to Dyeing and Patterning Fabric, by Malka Dubrawsky, Lark Books, 2009.
This book covers all aspects of coloring and creating different patterns to create your own unique fabrics.
She describes setting up a workspace, equipment required and then presents projects that can be made
using these fabrics. She also describes what is involved in using waxes, stamps, blocks and various other
tools to create a variety of patterns on your fabric.

June Challenge

At our last quilt show needle cases were a big seller. So the challenge is to make needle cases for the Boutique
table. There will be a sweet treat for each needle case made. Check on line for You Tube instructions and pinterest
for lots of ideas.

Diane Calkin. dlcalkin@gmail.com

ABC Quilts

ABC Quilt report
Binding was sewn on the ABC quilts at the February Meeting.

Kathie Fallon, Lynda Cook and Diane Bray
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Fabric to Fabulous!

FARMINGTON VALLEY QUILTERS
2025 QUILT SHOW

Saturday, September 20
10-5

Sunday, September 21
104

+ 200+ Quilts
+ Raffle Quilt
+ Basket Raffles
+ Vendors

+ Free Parking

Kingswood Oxford School

2025 Rafle uilt Hoffman Field House

832 Trout Brook Dr KINGSWOOD
Quilt submissions open to members West Hartford CT OXFORD
and non-members.
$15 admission 12 & under free

Visit our website to register:

fvquilter.org

Special display of
“The Farmington

River Quilt”




Quilt Show: Fabric to Fabulous!

Hi All, time is flying and the Fabric to Fabulous Quilt Show will be here before we know it and we are now open for
Quilt Registration and Volunteer Sign Up! We need all of your help to fill the show with your beautiful creations as
well as to sign up for helping to staff various show positions. Quilt Registration will take you to a Google Form where
you answer the questions, attach a file of a picture of your quilt and submit. A new form is needed for each quilt and
you will receive a confirmation email from Google Forms (forms-receipts-noreply@google.com). Check your Spam or
Junk folder for the confirmation if you don't receive it within a couple of minutes after your submission as it may have
gone there.

Please use the links below to start registering your Quilts and to select your Volunteer role(s) and time slots.
Volunteer roles are setup in various time slots from Friday evening for setup to manning tables during the show on
Saturday and Sunday and finally Take Down and Quilt Returns on Sunday. Time slots are 2 or 2.5 hours per slot and
we need to fill all the slots in order to run the show so we need every member that is able to volunteer for one or
more of the slots. The volunteer positions fall into the below categories:

Transport Quilts to the Venue on Setup Day
Setup

Layout

Take Down

Quilt Returns

Staffing Various Guild Tables During the show such as:
Admissions

Info Booth

Boutique

Raffle Baskets

Raffle Quilt

Books

White Glove

Links for Registration and Volunteer Sign Up:

Quilt Show Registration

Volunteer Sign Up

Also, we are asking anyone who wants to donate books or magazines for the book table at the show to not bring
these to the meeting until June and only bring them to the meeting if you are donating a few books or

magazines. Anyone that has many to donate should contact Ann Dode or Maureen Hulsart to make arrangements on
when and where to drop them off. We can't take boxes of books or magazines at the meeting.

Finally a reminder that we are collecting any items you are making for the Boutique as soon as you have them
ready. You can bring these to the upcoming meetings and give them to Diane Francini or Paula Baczyk.

Thank you from your Show Committee!

Raffle Baskets

The baskets are coming along thanks to a wonderful group of volunteers and generous guild members. It’s
not too late to bring in your basket donations. We can accept them as late as the June meeting. Fat quarters,
sewing tools and things that go with the various themes are always welcome. And basket makers, be sure to
“shop” the table for things to add to your baskets. Again themes are: Red, White & b=Blue, What’s Cookin”,
Wooden Things, Happy Hour, Seasons, Halloween, Doll Basket, Show Chair basket, Puzzle Night, Gardening ,
Nature, Spa Day and Christmas.

Donna Gosselin & Kathie Fallon


mailto:forms-receipts-noreply@google.com
https://forms.gle/QigF85TVTygmWMDW6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054DAFA62DA20-55764334-quilt

Neonatal QUlItS Committee: Linda Johnson, Kitty Vangunten, Maureen Hulsart

We continue to have a good selection of fabric for our neonatal quilts. Please stop by and pick up some
fabric, batting and a label. Twenty-three quilts were donated at our last meeting. If you have questions,
please contact anyone on the Neonatal Committee.

Thank you for your continued support.

Friendship Blocks

Share your sewing with your guild friends.
Instructions are on the website and also the link below

Free Play Triangles - Due at May Meeting
http://tinyurl.com/2024FVQfriendshipblock

Questions-email Linnea (neaya@aol.com)

Sunshine

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need one. In
order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could use a card
from us. If you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board member.

Kathy's e-mail is kbakerl@att.net

Sew Thankful Quilters

Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on
the second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon. We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would
welcome anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.

If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

Quilts 2 Heal

SEW DAYS:
Monday April 21, 10:00 — 3:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop, 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury
Monday June 2, 10:00 — 3:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop, 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury

If you can, please bring your machine, rotary cutter, scissors
PLEASE let us know if you can attend this sew day...for an hour or two, or for the day...It helps greatly in planning
when we know who is coming!

CONTACT: Paula DeSilva, quilts2heal @comcast.net, 860.306.7000 OR Kathi Maglia, kmmaglia@comcast.net

Granbees Quilt Guild

Interested in quilting? * The Granbees Welcome You * Beginners to Experts
When: Third Tuesdays September to June 9:30 am - Noon

Where: East Granby Senior center
Programs: Trunk Shows, Demonstrations, Guest Speakers, Charity Quilts, Members

helping members, Retreats, Applique, Basting Day, Refreshments

Contact: Ellyn Mansfield Email: elhmansfield@gmail.com Phone - 860-561-2878 8
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Advertisements

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise
it here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed.

Free Westalee rulers, most likely the starter package plus a couple of other rulers. 1/25
Please email me at: ssschrader@comcast.net if interested. Sandi

For sale: Extension table originally for Baby Lock Quest (23.5 x 19.75 inches) $20 Contact Gail Burk for

details on how this might fit your machine. gajburk@aol.com 2/25

The Shoreline CT MQG
We will be hosting quilter, graphic designer, and print and textile artist David Owen Hastings, who will be presenting his

lecture, MINIMAL DESIGN, MAXIMUM IMPACT and his 2-Day Workshop, MODERN ABSTRACT QUILTS.

When: LECTURE - Sunday, May 18t"1:30p-3:30p
2-Day WORKSHOP — Monday, May 19t 9a-4p and Tuesday, May 20" 9a-4p

Where: Lecture, Guilford, CT / Workshop, Stony Creek (Branford), CT

Cost to attend: LECTURE - $45.00
2-Day Workshop - $225.00 (lunch on workshop days is included)

Attend both: $270.00

SPACE IS LIMITED! Reservations are on a first come/first served basis.
Contact Liz Davis at communications@shorelineCTMQG.com for more details and registration information.

Quilting Events in the Area

‘Winchester Center
Congregational Church

16th Annual Quilt & Needle Arts Show
April 26, 10:00-5:00-April 27, 12:00-5:00

Debut Showing of the
“FARMINGTON RIVER QUILT PROJECT #2”
Burlington to the Connecticut River and the Salmon Brook Tributaries

To enter an item in the show or for more information go to
www.winchestercentercongchurch.org Or call MaryPat Leger 860-309-3876

GHQG Quilt Show
Every Quilt Tells a Story
June 7-8 2025,

Howell Cheney Technical High School
791 West Middle Turnpike
Manchester, CT 06040

Hundreds of quilts & youth quilts
Raffle quilt * Raffle baskets * Vendors
GHQG.org
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Quilting Events in the Area (cont’d)

Boston Modern Quilt Guild
Patterns on Concrete

Feb. 2 — May 5 2025

Boston City Hall

1 City Hall Square, Boston, MA 02201
https:/www.bostonmgg.org/

Art Evolved: Intertwined
March 1 — August 31, 2025
Fuller Craft Museum

455 QOak Street, Brockton, MA 02301
https:/fullercraft.org/

The Denim Project
April 4 - June 27 2025
Central Library in Copley Square

700 Boylston Street, Boston, MA
https://www.bostonmqg.org/

2025 Festival of Quilts Maple Leaf Quilters 31st Show
April 26 - 27, 2025

Rutland Town Elementary School

1612 Post Road, Rutland, VT 05701

https ://www.magleleafguilters.orgl

Hannah Dustin Quilt Guild Quilt Show
April 25 - 26, 2025
Hudson Community Center

12 Lions Avenue Hudson, NH 03051
https:/hdqg.org/quilt-show/

Proper Bostonian Quilters Show
April 25 - 26, 2025
Daughters of St. Paul

50 St. Paul Ave., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
https:/properbostonianquilters.org/events

Quilters by the Sea, Rl Present Spring Fling: A Festival of Quilts
April 26 — 27, 2025
The Pennfield School

110 Sandy Point Ave., Portsmouth, RI 02871
https:/quiltersbytheseari.com/quilt-show/

Brooklyn Quilts

April 26-27, 2025

BKLOFT26, 163 26th St., Brooklyn, NY 11232
Quiltbrooklyn.org

A World of Quilts,

A Celebration of Traditional, Modern and Art Quilts
May 3-4, 2025

Purchase College, SUNY in Harrison, NY

Hands All Around 19 Quilt Show

May 3 - 4, 2025

Robert Crowne Gymnasium — Hampshire College

893 West St, Amherst, MA
https://www.handsacrossthevalley.org/quilt-show/

Quilt Frenzy 2025 Retreats

June 6-8 - July 13-15 - Nov 7-9

Lakeside CT

Mecheal D. Hamilton, Quilt Friendzy Organizer, 860-463-1608

Threads of Time presented by Capital Quilters Guild

June 27 - 28, 2025

Rundlett Middle School

144 South Street, Concord, NH
http:/www.capitalquiltersguild.com/index.html

Maine Quilts 2025
July 23 — 26, 2025
Augusta Civic Center

76 Community Dr., Augusta, ME 04330
https:/mainequilts.org/maine-quilts-2025/

Starry, Starry Night Quilt Show

Sept. 20 — 21, 2025

Benjamin Friedman Middle School

500 Norton Ave, Taunton, MA

Note: Judged Show
https:/silvercityquiltquild.wixsite.com/silvercityquilts

Freedom Quilting Bee Legacy invites you to join us in
celebrating the artistry and history of the Gee’s Bend Quilters
for the 4th Annual Airing of the Quilts Festival, happening
October 4, 2025, Boykin AL

10
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Newsletter Submissions

Due the Thursday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting. Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com

Submissions for next newsletter due May 15, 2025.

2024-2025 Board Members

President
Vice President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Programs

Newsletter Editor
Publicity

Social Programs
Webmaster

Quilt Show Chairs 2025

Website: Fvquilters.org

Ellyn Mansfield
Kathi Maglia
Pam Stenman, Gail Burk
Keri Livingston
Chris Murray
Joanne Farrell
Caroline Berman
Diane Calkin
Bridget Shanley
Anne Dodge
Kitty Vangunten

Jan Porri, Kathi Maglia,

Pam Stenman

Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters

2024-2025 Committee Members

ABC Quilts

Fabric Swap Box
Friendship Blocks

Hospitality

June Challenge
Library

Mystery Night
Neonatal Quilts

Sunshine
Photographer
Retreats

CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day

Lynda Cook
Kathie Fallon

Margaret Dooley-Duncan

Linnea Amodio
Katha Kerr

Donna Gosselin
Marie Knapps

Diane Calkin

Anne Dodge

Lois Palmer

Kitty Vangunten
Rose Day, Anne Dodge
Maureen Hulsart
Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnston
Kathy Lettieri
Bridget Shanley
Katha Kerr

Bernice Hovencamp
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