January 2025 Newsletter

President’s Letter

Dear Quilters,

First the administrative items:
* Please join us for our January meeting: members teaching members-thread

painting and borders and bindings.

* February will continue with sewing service projects.

* Keep a watch for ways to help with FV’s 2025 quilt show. Many different
ways for you to participate, including entering a quilt- bed size or hanging.
Reminder, each quilted item must have a sleeve. Instructions are on FV’s
website.

Are you excited the holidays are over? I’'m a bit let down. So much activity
and so much going on. But when | think about quilting, the excitement seems
to take many shapes.

The thrill of discovering a pattern. The absolute joy when the chosen fabrics
come together. And then the sewing process begins and similar to holiday
preparations the sewing seems to take all your time!

Finally the quilt is finished—the top at least. Decision time: quilt it yourself or
find someone to long arm it for you?

What is your favorite section of quilting? The finding patterns and fabrics?
The actual time at the sewing machine? Or quilting it yourself. Which ever
section you enjoy keep on quilting! After all, that’s who we are—-quilters!

Keep your needles sharp and your machine threaded. And may your bobbins
always be full!

Ellyn Mansfield, FV President
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Treasurer’s Update
Financial Statements will be posted on the website. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know .

Chris Murray Treasurer.

Membership

Hi all, Happy New Year! With the new year, your membership in the guild needs to be renewed! If you
have already done so, thank you! If not, please renew your membership now. Here are the several ways
to submit your renewal dues:

- Checks can be made out to FVQI for $25 and brought to the meeting or mailed to Farmington Valley
Quilters, PO Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089

- We will accept cash (preferably exact change) at the January meeting

- You can pay with a credit/debit card at the January meeting

Please renew as soon as possible, we will be removing you from the membership list and mailings if you
don't renew by the February meeting. Also, please check your personal information on the member listing
on the website and if anything needs to be updated or corrected, please share that information with us
when you renew. As of now, 60 members have renewed.

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us via email, text or at the meetings!

Gail Burk & Pam Stenman, Membership co-chairs

Mystery Quilt

Exciting News: Mystery Quilt 2025!

Hi all, in 2025 rather than having a Mystery Night, we are going to do a Mystery Quilt starting in January with the
goal to have your project completed and ready to show at the June Meeting. We will post clues on the website
every week under the Members Section Mystery Quilt Block. This will leave you with plenty of time to complete
the project in time for the June Meeting and to enter your finished quilt in the quilt show!

Check out the Website for the Fabric Requirements and the first step to get started! If you have any questions,
please reach out to either of us. Remember that fabrics should be distinctly different coordinating colors of the

same shade or different coordinating colors!

Pam Stenman & Rose Day



Programs and Workshops

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs

Winter — Spring 2025

A PDF printout of programs is available on our website: FVQuilter.org

Please contact Joanne Farrell or Caroline Berman with any questions about these programs or suggestions for future speakers.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE SPECIAL SIGN-UP REQUIREMENTS FOR THE GUICY GIUCE WORKSHOP BELOW!

Program Description About the Presenter

Linda Pearl: Your Capsule Stash Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, March 19t

Linda Pearl, owner of One Quilting Circle, has been fascinated with the art of quilt making for over 25 years. An avid collector
of fabrics, she is now drawn into ways to incorporate her beautiful stash into new projects, a passion that is shared by many
quilters today. Her work has been featured in books and magazines and she is a certified teacher of Sew Kind of Wonderful
Quilts. This lecture invites you to take another look at your creative sewing space, and to make sure that you have just the
right mixture of things in it.

Have you made room for your ugly fabric? Yes, you should, and this lecture will give you several reasons why you need it. If
you feel you have too much fabric, and yet nothing to work with, this lecture will give you specific strategies and techniques
before heading to the quilt shop. More importantly, it will give you strategies to know when something is a great buy. You
CAN still buy fabric, but this will allow you to be strategic — and have more fun in the process!

One Quilting Circle

NOTE: There will not be a workshop.

Giucy Giuce: Fabric Design and His Quilting Journey Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, April 16t

Giuseppe Ribaudo is better known as Giucy Giuce. He learned how to sew from spending time with his grandmother growing
up. He will share how his quilting journey evolved into fabric and pattern design and his love for bold colors.

It wasn’t until college that he discovered quilting. Giuseppe began with sewing improvisational quilts before moving into
modern traditional territory. He joined Instagram shortly thereafter and quickly found himself making long distance friends in
the ever-growing quilting community via social media.

After bouncing around the country for about a decade, Giucy decided to move back to New York to pursue a career in textiles.
Within a few months of being in NYC, he was offered a marketing position at Andover Fabrics and was promoted to
multimedia manager a year later. In 2018, he refocused his energy on fabric design and released his first collection Quantum.
In 2021, Giucy released his tenth collection called Nonna, an homage to his beloved grandmother. His most recent

release, Sleuth, is the third and final collection in a true crime series dubbed The Gnarls Hollow Trilogy.

GiucyGiuce.com

Giucy continues to design fabric and patterns, lecture, and teach quilting workshops all over the country.

Giucy Giuce: Workshop, Thursday, April 17t

Students will learn modular foundation paper piecing with Giucy Giuce’s Re quilt, a uniquely customizable pattern. Currently

the pattern is only available through the workshop. ;“”} E\;i/\:: /\ i
Re is a modular pattern in which the sewist decides what size blades (from 3 choices) they would like to use and the §W
frequency in which the blades appear. Meaning you can choose to eliminate some blades entirely. Make the blades the same o =
size, make them all different, leave spaces. This creates countless variations! \

P ﬁ.\\" : 7
Giucy Giuce will share his tips and tricks for best practices when foundation paper piecing and sewing curves. Don't miss the IS %.,‘5 \

chance to be the first to take this new workshop! In addition, in this workshop, Giucy Giuce will help the sewist become more
confident in exploring and understanding color.

All-inclusive class fee - $100 per person. This includes the pattern, Re and workshop.

PAYMENT IN FULL IS REQUIRED FOR SIGN-UP so please bring your checkbook to the meeting or contact Caroline Berman
directly to know how to sign-up outside the meeting.

Sign-up for this workshop will start January 15, 2025, and is limited to 15 participants.
A Supply List will be provided to all registered and paid participants in March 2025.

The Workshop will be held from 9:00-4:00 at the Quilted Ewe, 37 Greenwoods Rd, New Hartford, CT.




Programs and Workshops, (cont’'d)

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs
Winter — Spring 2025

Program Description About the Presenter
Jill Staubitz: Weaver Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, May 21

Jill fell in love with weaving about twelve years ago, when she retired from my career as a graphic designer. She became a
weaving artisan for the Hartford Artisans Weaving Center and began teaching as well as weaving her own creations.

In her professional life as a weaver, her work has appeared in Long Thread Media’s Handweavers and Little Looms magazines.
She has taught workshops around the US and has been a presenter at HGA’s Spinning and Weaving Week, as well as designing
weaving patterns for WEBS.

In recent years, she has discovered that the parallels between quilting and weaving strongly appeal to her as a designer. She is
passionate about the endless array of beautiful colors and patterning in quilting, as she is about creating patterns through
weaving. Jill is always excited about the potential for artistic expression and love combining beautiful fabrics into what she
thinks of as collaging with cloth.

Home | FINAL Modern Weaver

NOTE: There will not be a workshop.

Socials

From the Socials Chair:

The January meeting will feature “Members Teaching Members: Thread Painting and Building Better Borders
and Bindings.” Four talented Guild members have volunteered to share their talents and techniques with the
Guild.

e  Robin Schofield will show her methods for Thread Painting
o Patti Slason will demonstrate a couple of methods for creating special borders
e Kathi Maglia and Diane Calkin will show us how to make a better binding.

| will be dividing everyone into three groups that will rotate from station to station. Hopefully this will be fun
and informative for all. Thank you to Robin, Patti, Kathie and Diane for volunteering their talents!

ABC Quilts

ABC Quilt report

We are pleased to report the ABC quilt top has been completed, a special thanks go to all of you that
made blocks for the quilt. The quilt is now with the long armer and will be ready for the members to put
the final hand stitching on to finish the biding at the Feb meeting. Please bring a needle, thimble (if you
use one), scissors, reading glasses and join in the fun of finishing this quilt.

We are anxious for you to see all of your blocks assembled into a quilt for an incoming Freshman at the
ABC House in Simsbury.

Kathie Fallon, Lynda Cook and Diane Bray



Quilt Show: From Fabric to Fabulous!

Quilt Show News: Fabric to Fabulous

The Quilt Show Committee has decided to shorten the theme of our Quilt Show to: Fabric to Fabulous (instead of
“From” Fabric to Fabulous) making for a punchier title.

Open Position: We need someone who can handle the Quilt Registration process. Our previous Registrar has a
system in place and can provide you with training. You need to be comfortable using a computer. Please let Kathi
Maglia, Pam Stenman or Jan Porri know if you can assume this critical role. Thanks.

Good News:

o We have been successful in receiving checks from two vendors for two double spaces at the Show. We are look
forward to seeing Close To Home and Hang Quilts with Style (from Pennsylvania) at our booths.

o The Farmington River Quilt will be displayed at the Show. We received the approval of the Farmington River
Quilt organization for those dates. That should be a major attraction.

o A draft of the bookmark is rendered for publicity purposes, and we’ll let you know when it’s ready for distribution.

What Can You Do:

o Start working on quilts to submit for the Show. September 20-21 is the Show date. It will be held at Kingswood
Oxford School’s Field House in West Hartford.

o Sign up to sponsor a Basket — see Kathie Fallon and Donna Gosselin and they can fill you in at the January &
February meetings about what's entailed in addition to their article in this newsletter.

o Think about what you can make to sell at the Botique Table- See Diane Francini and information below for more
information.

o The Sign Up Genius will be set up in April for volunteer positions that we will need the day before and days of
the event. See Gail Burk if you are interested in helping. It takes a Village!

What You Can Provide:

o The Boutique Table is looking for handmade items to include but not limited to: Table runners, placemats,
purses, wallets, zippered pouches, wall hangings, tote bags, pillowcases, potholders, and mug rugs. Needle
cases and dog bone sashes were popular at the last show too. Diane Francini has some ideas she can share at
the meetings.

o The Quilt Show decorations will be comprised of apple baskets covered in Fall fabrics with quilting magazines
inside them (like the last show). Please look through your stash for Fall fabric that could be used and any
quilting magazines that you're willing to donate. Give them to Alberta Culley at our Guild meetings.

o Deadlines for all materials and Basket donations are due by our June 18t Meeting.

Raffle Baskets

We will be passing a clipboard at the January meeting for sign-ups to donate raffle baskets. It is a great
team project. Find a couple of friends and work on it together. Choose a theme and go from

there. Each basket must have a quilted item bur from there it is wide open. In the past, we have had pet
themed, kids themed and all of the seasons just as a sample. Starting with the February meeting, we will
have a table of donations folks have brought in. Select things that will help you fill out your basket
theme. And if you have things to donate be sure to bring them in and add to the table. At past shows,
baskets have been a major source of income to help support Guild projects. We would like to have about
12 baskets so be sure to sign up when the clip board comes around. We will have more ideas,
suggestions and how-too’s as we go along so don'’t be shy!

Donna Gosselin & Kathie Fallon



Guild Library

From the Guild Librarians:

Each month, we feature one special item from the Guild Library to pique interest. The list of items
available in the Guild Library is on the members portion of the FVQ website. If you find something
interesting let Anne Dodge (annedodge71@amail.com) know and it will be waiting for you at the next
Guild meeting.

Before the days of fancy sewing machines, long-arm machines, and even electricity quilters did their
best work by hand. With that in mind, this month features a classic on hand quilting.

Quiltmaking by Hand: Simple Stitches, Exquisite Quilts, by Jinny Beyer. Breckling, 2003.

This is a comprehensive book that covers all aspects of design, drafting, hand piecing and hand
quilting. She covers techniques for piecing complicated set-in blocks, and incorporating special
border prints into quilt designs. This book is a beautifully written and illustrated book that exudes the
calmness of doing the handwork itself. A quote by Ginny Beyer on the back cover says it all “Yet for
me the greatest joy comes from those quiet moments every quilter knows. This is a time that is my
own, when | relax, reflect, and gently sew my memories into cloth. ©

A second book that was recently added to the library collection is:

Quilting by Hand: Hand-crafted, Modern Quilts and Accessories For You and Your Home, by
Riane Elise. Hardie Grant, 2021.

This might be a great way to while away the long months of winter.

Friendship Blocks

Share your sewing with your guild friends.
Instructions are on the website and also the link below

Curved Improv — Due at January Meeting
Sunrise. - Due at March Meeting
Free Play Triangles - Due at May Meeting

http://tinyurl.com/2024FVQfriendshipblock

Questions-email Linnea (neaya@aol.com)

NEQM Guest Passes

The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone interested in
visiting there in the next year. If you’ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on YouTube where you’ll find
informative videos on current happenings.


mailto:annedodge71@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/2024FVQfriendshipblock
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Snowflake Bags

SNOWFLAKE
By Maureen Hulsart SHOP!

The Connecticut Children’s Medical Center Staff and the
Snowflake Shop staff want to thank all our members for making
and donating Snowflake Bags. On December 13, 104
Snowflake bags were delivered to hospital staff. These

snowflake bags are a huge help to the parents of ill children over
the holidays.

| &

S j r
CCM Staff Member Lauren Turcotte

Thank you all for your support!

Retreats

Final payment is due at the January meeting, please make checks payable to FVQI. Retreat is February 26 - March
2 at Incarnation Center in Ivoryton Connecticut. Cost is $390 for 4 nights, $340 for 3 nights, meal service begins with
dinner on Thursday. Most people gave a non-refundable $100 deposit.

Please give your check to Diane Francini at the meeting as I am unable to attend. If you have questions or concerns please
e-mail or call/text me.

Katha

June Challenge

At our last quilt show needle cases were a big seller. So the challenge is to make needle cases for the Boutique table.
There will be a sweet treat for each needle case made. Below are some ideas and I'll try to have some more examples
during the coming months. Diane Calkin. dicalkin@gmail.com

Sunshine

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need
one. In order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could
use acard from us. If you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board
member. Kathy's e-mail is kbakerl@att.net



mailto:kbakerl@att.net

Neonatal QU|ItS Committee: Darcy Gray Kitty Vangunten

Linda Johnston Maureen Hulsart

In December, fifteen quilts were delivered to the St. Francis Hospital Neonatal Unit. Our website

page, fvauilter.org, has the requirements for neonatal quilts. On the home page, click on Service Projects.
Quilt donations may be made to the Committee at our meetings. If you have any questions, please contact
anyone on the Neonatal Committee. Thank you for your continued support.

Sew Thankful Quilters

Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on
the second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon. We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would
welcome anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.

If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

Quilts 2 Heal

SEW DAYS:

Monday January 27, 10:00 — 2:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury
Monday February 3, 9:00 — 2:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury
Monday March 10, 10:00 — 2:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury

If you can, please bring your machine, rotary cutter, scissors
PLEASE let us know if you can attend this sew day...for an hour or two, or for the day...It helps greatly in planning
when we know who is coming!

CONTACT: Paula DeSilva, quilts2heal@comcast.net, 860.306.7000 OR Kathi Maglia, kmmaglia@comcast.net

Granbees Quilt Guild

Interested in quilting? * The Granbees Welcome You * Beginners to Experts
When: Third Tuesdays September to June 9:30 am — Noon

Where: East Granby Senior center
Programs: Trunk Shows, Demonstrations, Guest Speakers, Charity Quilts, Members

helping members, Retreats, Applique, Basting Day, Refreshments

Contact: Ellyn Mansfield Email: elhmansfield@gmail.com Phone - 860-561-2878

Advertisements

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise
it here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed.

Free Westalee rulers, most likely the starter package plus a couple of other rulers.

Please email me at: ssschrader@comcast.net if interested. Sandi 1/25
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Quilting Events in the Area

QUILTER’ ESTATE SALE

In memory of our dear friend, Lorraine Drazba

Thousands of yards of quilt shop quality fabric
Layer Cakes, Jelly Rolls, Charm Packs and Fat Quarters
Kits, Patterns, Books, Rulers, Notions and Thread

All fabric, including precuts, will be priced
at $3.00 per pound. 1 pound of fabric
equals approx. 3 yards!

All other items will be sold at bargain prices!

Location: Holy Trinity Church 200 Summer Street, Plantsville, CT 06479
Date: January 25, 2025 Snow Date: February 8, 2025
Time: 9:00am — 3:00pm
All sales cash, check, or Venmo only. Bring your own bags.
Questions? Contact Chris 860-798-9809

Winchester Center
Congregational Church

16th Annual Quilt & Needle Arts Show
April 26, 10:00-5:00-April 27, 12:00-5:00

Debut Showing of the
“FARMINGTON RIVER QUILT PROJECT #2”
Burlington to the Connecticut River and the Salmon Brook Tributaries

To enter an item in the show or for more information go to
www.winchestercentercongchurch.org Or call MaryPat Leger 860-309-3876

Art Evolved: Intertwined
March 1 — August 31, 2025
Fuller Craft Museum

455 QOak Street, Brockton, MA 02301
https://fullercraft.org/

Quilts 250

March 22 — 23, 2025

Concord Academy

166 Main St., Concord, MA
https:/www.quiltersconnection.org/Quilts250.html

"A Ruby Celebration" Presented by the Rhododendron
Needlers Quilt Guild

April 5 - 6, 2025

Blue Hills Regional Technical High School

800 Randolph St., Canton, MA
https://www.rnqg.org/joomlal_5/quilt-show

Haddam Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show
April 5 - 6, 2025

Haddam Neck Congregational Church

408 Quarry Hill Road, Haddam Neck, 06424
https:/haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org/

Quilters by the Sea, Rl Present Spring Fling: A Festival of Quilts
April 26 — 27, 2025
The Pennfield School

110 Sandy Point Ave., Portsmouth, Rl 02871
https:/quiltersbytheseari.com/quilt-show/

2025 Festival of Quilts Maple Leaf Quilters 31st Show
April 26 - 27, 2025

Rutland Town Elementary School

1612 Post Road, Rutland, VT 05701

https://www.ma_pleleafquiIters.orq/

Hands All Around 19 Quilt Show
May 3 - 4, 2025
Robert Crowne Gymnasium — Hampshire College

893 West St, Amherst, MA
https://www.handsacrossthevalley.org/quilt-show/
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Newsletter Submissions

Due the Thursday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting. Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com
Submissions for next newsletter due February 13, 2025.

2024-2025 Board Members 2024-2025 Committee Members

President
Vice President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Programs

Newsletter Editor
Publicity

Social Programs
Webmaster

Quilt Show Chairs 2025

Website: Fvquilters.org

Ellyn Mansfield
Kathi Maglia
Pam Stenman, Gail Burk
Keri Livingston
Chris Murray
Joanne Farrell
Caroline Berman
Diane Calkin
Bridget Shanley
Anne Dodge
Kitty Vangunten

Jan Porri, Kathi Maglia,

Pam Stenman

Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters

ABC Quilts

Fabric Swap Box
Friendship Blocks

Hospitality

June Challenge
Library

Mystery Night
Neonatal Quilts

Sunshine
Photographer
Retreats

CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day

Lynda Cook
Kathie Fallon

Margaret Dooley-Duncan

Linnea Amodio
Katha Kerr

Donna Gosselin
Marie Knapps

Diane Calkin

Anne Dodge

Lois Palmer

Kitty Vangunten
Rose Day, Anne Dodge
Maureen Hulsart
Darcy Gray

Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnston
Kathy Lettieri
Bridget Shanley
Katha Kerr

Bernice Hovencamp
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