December 2024 Newsletter

President’s Letter

Hello and greetings to FV quilters.

Administrative items:

* Plan to attend the December meeting. Always great food and it is a great
time to get to know your fellow members.

* Our Quilt Show is heading toward September 2025. There are many ways
for you to participate. And putting a quilt in the show is just one way. Your
entry does not need to be a bed quilt. Wall hangings are wonderful ways to
show your talents.

Hope you are all doing well and keeping busy with seasonal and holiday
preparations. I've gotten all the boxes out. Found the recipes | would like to
make but mainly, | have been busy ignoring my sewing machine.

| have not even gone into my sewing room in about two weeks. Any project |
think about starting seems too daunting. Finishing projects seems to be too
much work in finding all the items | need to complete things. And what was |
thinking when | started this? It all seems so difficult.

Have you ever had the sewing blues? Well, I've got it bad, and don’t want to
talk about it any more. See you next month!

Happy Holidays!
Ellyn Mansfield, FV President
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Treasurer’s Update

Financial Statements for November will be posted on the website by mid December. If you have any questions or
concerns, please let me know .

Chris Murray Treasurer.

Membership

Hello everyone, | hope you all enjoy mingling with other members at the December meeting! We had 2
new members join in November, please take time to introduce yourself to them, they are:

Amy Finn
Sandy West

As of right now, we have 129 members and are in the process of taking dues renewals for the 2025
calendar year. Here are the several ways to submit your renewal dues:

- Checks can be made out to FVQI for $25 and brought to the meeting or mailed to Farmington Valley
Quilters, PO Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089

- We will accept cash (preferably exact change) at the December meeting

- You can pay with a credit/debit card at the December meeting

Please renew as soon as possible, we will be removing you from the membership list and mailings if you
don't renew by the February meeting. Also, please check your personal information on the member listing
on the website and if anything needs to be updated or corrected, please share that information with us
when you renew.

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us via email, text or at the meetings!

Gail Burk & Pam Stenman, Membership co-chairs

ABC Quilts

All the kits for this year’s ABC quilt have gone home with generous folks during the Oct meeting. Friendly
remember to bring your completed block(s) to the Nov. or Dec. meeting and make sure your name is with
your finished blocks. Please tell us if this is your first time participating in the ABC quilt project so we can
give you a pin to attach to your name tag.

We certainly hope you had fun making this block.

Kathie Fallon, Lynda Cook and Diane Bray



Programs and Workshops

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs
A pdf printout of programs is available on our website: FVQuilter.org

Please contact Joanne Farrell or Caroline Berman with any questions about these programs or suggestions for future speakers

Program Description About our Presenter

Linda Pearl: Your Capsule Stash Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, March 19

Linda Pearl, owner of One Quilting Circle, has been fascinated with the art of quilt making for over 25 years. An avid collector
of fabrics, she is now drawn into ways to incorporate her beautiful stash into new projects, a passion that is shared by many
quilters today. Her work has been featured in books and magazines and she is a certified teacher of Sew Kind of Wonderful
Quilts. This lecture invites you to take another look at your creative sewing space, and to make sure that you have just the
right mixture of things in it.

Have you made room for your ugly fabric? Yes, you should, and this lecture will give you several reasons why you need it. If
you feel you have too much fabric, and yet nothing to work with, this lecture will give you specific strategies and techniques
before heading to the quilt shop. More importantly, it will give you strategies to know when something is a great buy. You
CAN still buy fabric, but this will allow you to be strategic — and have more fun in the process!

Giucy Giuce: Fabric Design and His Quilting Journey Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, April 16"

Giuseppe Ribaudo is better known as Giucy Giuce. He learned how to sew from spending time with his grandmother growing
up. He will share how his quilting journey evolved into fabric and pattern design and his love for bold colors.

It wasn’t until college that he discovered quilting. Giuseppe began with sewing improvisational quilts before moving into
modern traditional territory. He joined Instagram shortly thereafter and quickly found himself making long distance friends in
the ever-growing quilting community via social media.

After bouncing around the country for about a decade, Giucy decided to move back to New York to pursue a career in textiles.
Within a few months of being in NYC, he was offered a marketing position at Andover Fabrics and was promoted to
multimedia manager a year later. In 2018, he refocused his energy on fabric design and released his first collection Quantum.
In 2021, Giucy released his tenth collection called Nonna, an homage to his beloved grandmother. His most recent

release, Sleuth, is the third and final collection in a true crime series dubbed The Gnarls Hollow Trilogy.

GiucyGiuce.com

Giucy continues to design fabric and patterns, lecture, and teach quilting workshop all over the country.

Giucy Giuce: Workshop, Thursday, April 17t

Details on the workshop are still being finalized — registration will open in January, so be sure to sign-up as we expect this
workshop to sell out quickly!

The Workshop will be held from 9:00-4:00 at the Quilted Ewe, 37 Greenwoods Rd, New Hartford, CT

Socials

From the Socials Chair:

The December meeting, which will be held on Wednesday December 11*, will be our Holiday Social. There will be a
Yankee Swap so everyone should bring a small wrapped gift not worth more than $20.00. Try to wrap it in a way that
entices others to select your gift.

For those who signed up to bring an appetizer or desert please don’t forget. If you forgot what you signed up for you
can email me, annedodge71@gmail.com, and | will let you know.

Hope to see you all,
Anne Dodge


mailto:annedodge71@gmail.com

Quilt Show: From Fabric to Fabulous!

Thanks to everyone who suggested names for the theme of our Quilt Show. Karen Pineau was the winner
with her suggestion of From Fabric to Fabulous! And what an apt description of the beautiful quilts we
collectively create. Thank you, Karen.

Mark your calendar: the Show will be held on Saturday, September 20, 2025 from 10:00-5:00 and Sunday,
September 21 from 10:00-4:00 at Kingswood Oxford School’s “Hoffman Field House” located at 832 Trout
Brook Drive in West Hartford, CT.

We have a great Committee that is meeting monthly to organize everything, but we can’t do it alone. Let’s
make this a full-on Guild member team event, meaning we need volunteers to staff every aspect of the
event from set-up to registration, and take-down. Please let Kathi Maglia, Jan Porri, Pam Stenman or Gail
Burk know what you’re willing to do. Gail will be setting up a sign up list in the future.

Entering and displaying your quilts will be the primary activity for all members, additionally, our Boutique
and Baskets sub-committee will also need your sponsorship and involvement. Please see their messages in
this newsletter as well.

The winter months are perfect for staying inside and sewing!
Thanks All!

Show Co-Chairs: Kathi Maglia, Jan Porri and Pam Stenman

Quilt Show Boutique

We had a very successful Boutique at our last quilt show and hope to do it again in 2025! You made it
possible by creating quilted items we could sell. You also made some donations of hon-quilted items. This
boutique represents our guild and the quality of our work matters. With your skills and generosity it will
certainly be FABULOUS!

Please let me know what items you are interested in contributing or suggestions for items that you or the
guild can make.

I'll bring some ideas to the January meeting. Contact me with any questions or suggestions.
Diane Francini- Boutique Chairwoman

popinct@comecast.net

Raffle Baskets

| know all our thoughts are on the holidays but . . .. Quilt show is coming and with it the Basket Raffle. Please
spare a few moments to join your friends in committing to do a basket. The theme for this year’s show is
“Fabric to Fabulous” so you have a lot of room to interpret that in your own special way. At this point, we are
looking for about 12 people or groups to start planning a basket. Just let us know the general idea you have in
mind and you can submit a formal title later. Starting in January, we will be inviting all the Guild members to
bring in donations for the baskets. These will be on a table for you to select anything that you think will work
with your theme. The only requirement is that the basket must contain at least one quilted item.

Donna Gosselin & Kathie Fallon



Guild Library

From the Guild Librarians:

Each month, we like to feature one special item from the Guild Library to pique interest. The list of items
available in the Guild Library is on the members portion of the FVQ website. If you find something interesting
let Anne Dodge (annedodge71@gmail.com) know and it will be waiting for you at the next Guild meeting.

But, guess what? The Guild library is not just books. There are several different Templates and tools. Many
quilting tools are very expensive so it was felt that Guild members might want to try something out before
spending the $$S. Below is a list of the items available to be borrowed.

Fast2Cut Half- & Quarter- Diamond Ruler Set, created by Jan Krentz

Fast2Cut Fussy Cutter Ruler Set 45 degree Diamond Guide, created by Jan Krentz (two sizes 3” and 6 1/2”)
Martelli’s 4/5” Square No-Slip Template. Ideas for baby carriage and lap quilt included. Martelli Notions.
Martelli No-Slip Templates for Circles & Drunkard’s Path. Set of 5 templates. Martelli Notions

Rings That Bind. Directions and small Arc-Ease Tool makes a wedding ring with 9” block. By Cheryl Phillips and
Linda Pysto, Phillips Fiber Arts, 2003.

7" Crazy Curves Templates, Elisa's Bacckyard, 2006

Strips'n Curves: 4 Piece Acrylic Template Set; The Basic Set Finished Block Size 9", Quiltscapes, 2002

Friendship Blocks

Share your sewing with your guild friends.
Instructions are on the website and also the link below

Curved Improv — Due at January Meeting
Sunrise. - Due at March Meeting
Free Play Triangles - Due at May Meeting

http://tinyurl.com/2024FVQfriendshipblock

Questions-email Linnea (neaya@aol.com)

NEQM Guest Passes

The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone interested in
visiting there in the next year. If you’ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on YouTube where you’ll find
informative videos on current happenings.


mailto:annedodge71@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/2024FVQfriendshipblock
mailto:neaya@aol.com

Snowflake Bags LAST CALL!

SNOWFLAKE

SHOP!

@ By Maureen Hulsart

Our December 11%™ meeting is your last chance to drop-off snowflake bags. I have
scheduled a delivery with Connecticut Children’s Medical Center next Friday,
December 13,

I would like to thank everyone who participated in this event. You have helped make a
lot of children happy and supported their parents by making this Holiday Season a little
easier for them and their ill child.

I'll report a final tally of bags in our January Newsletter.

Retreats

Our next retreat is February 26, 2025 - March 2, 2025 at the Incarnation Center! Sign ups began at the November meeting,
a non-refundable $100 deposit holds your spot, final payment is due by the January meeting. Wednesday-Sunday (4 nights)
is $390, Thursday-Sunday is $340. Meal service begins with Thursday dinner. The fee includes 9 meals, private room,
linens and towels. If you have been thinking about giving the retreat a try now is a great timel!

If you have any questions or concerns please let me know. If you haven't been to a retreat its a great way to get to know
other guild members!

Katha

June Challenge

At our last quilt show needle cases were a big seller. So the challenge is to make needle cases for the Boutique table.
There will be a sweet treat for each needle case made. Below are some ideas and I'll try to have some more examples
during the coming months. Diane Calkin. dicalkin@gmail.com

Sunshine

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need
one. In order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could
use acard from us. If you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board
member. Kathy's e-mail is kbakerl@att.net



mailto:kbakerl@att.net

Neonatal Quilts

Committee: Darcy Gray Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnston Maureen Hulsart

Twenty-five quilts were donated at our November meeting. Our service project supports the St. Francis
Neonatal Unit and the Linus Project. The St. Francis Neonatal Unit is our primary donation organization and if
a surplus arises, extra quilts are donated to the Linus Project. The Linus Project is an organization that donates
to children who are “seriously ill, traumatized or otherwise in need.” If you have any questions, please contact
any of the Neonatal Committee members. Thank you for your continued support.

Sew Thankful Quilters

Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on
the second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon. We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would
welcome anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.

If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

Quilts 2 Heal

SEW DAYS:
Monday December 9, 10:00 — 2:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury

If you can, please bring your machine, rotary cutter, scissors
PLEASE let us know if you can attend this sew day...for an hour or two, or for the day...It helps greatly in planning
when we know who is coming!

CONTACT: Paula DeSilva, quilts2heal@comcast.net, 860.306.7000 OR Kathi Maglia, kmmaglia@comcast.net

Granbees Quilt Guild

Interested in quilting? * The Granbees Welcome You * Beginners to Experts
When: Third Tuesdays September to June 9:30 am — Noon

Where: East Granby Senior center
Programs: Trunk Shows, Demonstrations, Guest Speakers, Charity Quilts, Members
helping members, Retreats, Applique, Basting Day, Refreshments

Contact: Ellyn Mansfield Email: elhmansfield@gmail.com Phone - 860-561-2878


https://web.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/JAVASCRIPT-BLOCKEDwindow.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT3393_com_zimbra_email%22))
mailto:kmmaglia@comcast.net

Advertisements

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise
it here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed.

Quilting Events in the Area

‘Winchester Center
Congregational Church
16th Annual Quilt & Needle Arts Show
April 26, 10:00-5:00-April 27, 12:00-5:00

Debut Showing of the
“FARMINGTON RIVER QUILT PROJECT #2”
Burlington to the Connecticut River and the Salmon Brook Tributaries

To enter an item in the show or for more information go to
www.winchestercentercongchurch.org Or call MaryPat Leger 860-309-3876

Fiber Art Exhibit @ the Morse Institute Library
Nov. 1 — Dec. 31, 2024

Morse Institute Library

14 East Central St, Natick, MA 01760
https:/morseinstitute.libguides.com/digital-branch

Art Evolved: Intertwined
March 1 — August 31, 2025
Fuller Craft Museum

455 Oak Street, Brockton, MA 02301
https:/fullercraft.org/

Quilts 250

March 22 — 23, 2025

Concord Academy

166 Main St., Concord, MA
https://www.quiltersconnection.org/Quilts250.html

"A Ruby Celebration" Presented by the Rhododendron
Needlers Quilt Guild

April 5 - 6, 2025

Blue Hills Regional Technical High School

800 Randolph St., Canton, MA
https://www.rnqg.org/joomlal_5/quilt-show

Haddam Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show
April 5 - 6, 2025

Haddam Neck Congregational Church

408 Quarry Hill Road, Haddam Neck, 06424
https://haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org/

Hands All Around 19 Quilt Show
May 3 - 4, 2025
Robert Crowne Gymnasium — Hampshire College

893 West St, Amherst, MA
https://www.handsacrossthevalley.org/quilt-show/



https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=c6a6c666a1&e=781fb09e8a
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https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=5c3dfc6c72&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=a14dda9363&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=7b0bac9353&e=781fb09e8a
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Newsletter Submissions

Due the Thursday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting. Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com
Submissions for next newsletter due January 9, 2025.

2024-2025 Board Members 2024-2025 Committee Members

President
Vice President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Programs

Newsletter Editor
Publicity

Social Programs
Webmaster

Quilt Show Chair 2024

Website: Fvquilters.org

Ellyn Mansfield
Kathi Maglia
Pam Stenman, Gail Burk
Keri Livingston
Chris Murray
Joanne Farrell
Caroline Berman
Diane Calkin
Bridget Shanley
Anne Dodge
Kitty Vangunten

Jan Porri

Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters

ABC Quilts

Fabric Swap Box
Friendship Blocks

Hospitality

June Challenge
Library

Mystery Night
Neonatal Quilts

Sunshine
Photographer
Retreats

CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day

Lynda Cook
Kathie Fallon

Margaret Dooley-Duncan

Linnea Amodio
Katha Kerr
Donna Gosselin
Marie Knapps
Diane Calkin
Anne Dodge
Lois Palmer
Kitty Vangunten
Rose Day, Anne Dodge
Maureen Hulsart
Darcy Gray

Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnston
Kathy Lettieri
Bridget Shanley
Katha Kerr

Bernice Hovencamp
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