October 2024 Newsletter

President’s Letter

Hello and greetings from your President to the FV quilting world.

First some administrative items:

* The FV quilt exhibit continues at the Simsbury public library.The program room has
never looked better. So many compliments during the open house, Saturday. The
work by our guild members is incredible. Thanks to all who participated. | will be
looking for help during take down: October 31, 1pm. Just let me know if you can
help.

* The program committee would really appreciate assistance when closing down
after the speaker’s program. If you could offer your help, you would be greatly
appreciated. And if you are able, offer some stage help. The last program had a
record number of quilts to hold. Remember, just ask.

Dear FV members;

It has gotten much cooler in these New England autumn days and | for one have
finally found my sewing machine! No more lazy afternoons on the deck. There is
quilting to be done.

Have you seen the outdoor kitchens some people have in their back yards? Let’s get
contractors to build outdoor sewing rooms! Or is that what a screened in porch is?
Oh, well. It seemed like a good idea when | thought of it!

Which brings me to a story about envisioning ideas and having those ideas work.

| recently made 30 friendship star blocks. The stars were made with small animal
prints and florals. These were the cutest prints, ever! | had a vision in my mind of
how delightful this top would look. | was sooo excited. The animals had a green
color way with tan and the floral a white/green/blue again with a hint of tan. |
thought they all went well together. | used a light tan in the triangles and corners of

the stars.
On Monday a quilting friend and | laid out the blocks and............. things fell flat. The

top looked like a used rug. The tiny prints disappeared and oh, how can | describe
how disappointed | was?

My friend wasn’t as invested in the design as | was, and she suggested grouping the
designs separately. Florals in one top, animals in another.

So we took the prints - animals from florals, and made two quilts; one with sashing
and corner stones and one with just the blocks. It worked. The tops looked so much
better! Sometimes what starts out as a fabulous idea needs to be looked at from a
different perspective. But, | still think an outdoor sewing room is a great idea!

Look for these quilts completed at a show at tell and tell—-maybe June?

In the meantime, whether you are inside or outside- Keep on quilting,

Ellyn Mansfield, President.
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Membership

Hi all, please welcome to our guild the following 5 new members that joined or rejoined in September:

Karen Andress
Terri Corcoran
Kathy Gale
Rachel Galligan
Amy Rodenbush

Feel free to introduce yourself to them at the next meeting and make a new Quilting Friend!

With these new members, our membership currently stands at 119. As always, if you have any membership
questions, you can checkout the Membership Information page on our members only section of the website or
reach out to Gail or Pam.

Happy Quilting!
Gail Burk & Pam Stenman

Treasurer’s Update

All the Guild accounts are balanced and in good order. The Board has approved the budget for the 2024-2025
fiscal year which starts on July 1st. The Budget document shows the 2023-24 budget so that you can see a
comparison. Also, there is a Budget projection for 2025-26 so that you can get an idea of where we may be
heading financially. It is available on the Members Only section of the Guild Website. Look under the tab that
says "Minutes/Treasurer/Budget. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know .

Chris Murray Treasurer.

Friendship Blocks

Share your sewing with your guild friends.
Instructions are on the website and also the link below

Tinyurl.com/FVQfriend2023

Questions-email Linnea (neaya@aol.com)

Retreats

We are very fortunate in our guild to have 2 retreats a year! Our fall retreat is upon us in a couple weeks and our "spring"
retreat is only a few months months away, There will be 23 of us heading off to the Incarnation Center for sewing, stories,
games and laughs October 30-November 3.

I will be providing details for the spring retreat in the next newsletter and starting sign ups at the November meeting,

katha


http://tinyurl.com/FVQfriend2023
mailto:neaya@aol.com

ABC Quilts

At our October Guild meeting, we will have the kits for this year’s ABC quilt blocks. Attached are the instructions
for completing the block. The instructions can also be found on the Guild website. We hope you will enjoy
making a block or two.

ABC String Quilt Farmington Valley Quilters 2024/2025

Thank you for helping create a quilt top for an incoming ABC student. Your block will be
combined with several others to form the top. To ensure that the blocks all come
together correctly, all blocks will be started from one corner.

Your kit contains one 9” square of backing material, one 2 %2” red square, and several
strips of fabric. Press the strips. You should have plenty of fabric.

1. Place the red square face up over one corner of the backing material. Draw a line
" above the diagonal of the red square (Fig 1).

2. Take one of your prepared strips and place it face down on the line you have drawn,
so that the bulk of the strip covers the middle of the red square. Using a %4” seam,
stitch below the strip edge which should put you over the diagonal of the red
square (Fig 2). Trim and discard the excess red fabric (Fig 3). Flip the sewn strip
and press (Fig 4).

3. Continue adding strips one at a time using random widths and colors. There is no
specified layout, let your creativity shine through. Be sure that strips are long
enough to cover the backing material after flipping and continue using %4” seams
and pressing after each strip is added.

4. Continue all the way to the opposite corner from where you began with the red
square (Fig 5.).

5. Please do not trim the piece to size. We will trim as we assemble the top. Any
scraps are yours, please do not return them with your finished block.

6. Blocks are due back no later than the December meeting. Please attach your
name to the finished block. We hope to assemble the blocks into the final top and
have quilting completed by the February meeting when you will see your handiwork
and will be able to help sew the binding. Have fun with this one.

Please reach out if you have questions:

Kathie Fallon =~ weavewoman@comcast.net 860-306-1618
Lynda Cook blcook66@gmail.com 860-221-8657
Diane Bray Diane.m.bray@gmail.com 860-601-0938 ~ FourBlockAssemdly




Guild Library

From the Guild Librarians:

Each month, we like to feature special books from the Guild Library to pique interest. The list of items
available in the Guild Library is on the members portion of the FVQ website. If you find something interesting
let Anne Dodge (annedodge71@gmail.com) know and it will be waiting for you at the next Guild meeting.

This month is a recognition of the October 14, Indigenous Peoples Day.

Sewing & Survival: Native American Quilts From 1880-2022, by Teresa Duryea Wong, Third Floor Quilts,
2022.

This book covers the wealth of quilting arts tradition in the lives of Native American women and men
throughout the, often tumultuous, history of American Indian Tribes in the United States.

The reasons for making quilts, and the incredible diversity of Native American quilts is shown in this
beautifully written and illustrated book.

To Honor and Comfort: Native Quilting Traditions, Museum of New Mexico Press, 1997.

This book describes the traditions of both Native American Indian, Native Eskimo, and Native Hawaiian
quilting. It is the culmination of a decade of research among native peoples with a strong and dynamic quilting
traditions and is full of fascinating history, cultural life, and beautiful illustrations.

Quilt Show

We are currently waiting for our contract with Kingswood Oxford for our Sept '25 show. Our contact was
traveling and not in the office this week. We will have the final details in a few more days.

Kathi Maglia and Pam Stedman have graciously stepped up to give a hand with show planning/details.
Committees should be getting together to discuss and plan their respective tasks.

How about a CONTEST TO NAME OUR QUILT SHOW! There will a 'goodie' awarded to whoever enters
the winning name!! Get your thinking caps on, and give us your best ideas!! Will collect your entries at our
October meeting, and will announce the winner at our November meeting!!

Let the games begin, and work on those quilts to be on display.

If you have any questions regarding the show, or if you want to help...please see Kathi, Pam or myself at
the meeting...many hands make light work.

Thanks!!
Jan Porri


mailto:annedodge71@gmail.com

Programs and Workshops

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs
Fall 2024

A PDF printout of programs is available on our website: FVQuilter.org

Please contact Joanne Farrell or Caroline Berman with any questions about these programs or suggestions for future speakers.

Program Description

About our Presenter

Sue Michaels: Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, October 16"

Sue Michaels is the owner and creative spirit of Dragonfly Fiberart. She’s a former member of the
Farmington Valley Quilt Guild. A life-long fiber junky, Sue started her sewing and crafting addiction at
the industrious young age of four! She started seriously quilting and crafting about 30 years ago,
joining the craft show circuit in the 1990's, where she exhibited a wide variety of hand sewn craft
items.

Sue enjoys teaching workshops and classes, as well as developing her own unique designs and
patterns which she will share with us. She’s always exploring new quilting and crafting trends and
techniques to keep her creative ideas fresh and innovative. Her Fast & Fabulous Pattern Card series
(a low-cost alternative to traditional paper patterns) is just one example of how her products are
helping quilting enthusiasts create fabulous fiber masterpieces in the least amount of time possible.

Dragonfly Fiberart | Patterns by Sue Michaels

Sue Michaels: The Newporter Tote Bag Workshop Thursday, October 17

The Newporter Tote is big and roomy with 6 pockets inside, an outside flap pocket and a
sunglass/water bottle pocket. Perfect for medium to large scale prints. Patterns and pre-class prep
sheets have been provided to each attendee. For those attending, enjoy!

The Workshop will be held from 9:30-4:00 at the Quilted Ewe, 37 Greenwoods Rd, New Hartford,
CT.

ﬁ‘ Dragonfly Fiberart
e ———
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Program Description

About our Presenter

Valarie Poitier: Promote Your Work, Without Apologizing Trunk Show Wednesday Evening,
November 20"

Valerie encourages individuals to transform how they think about themselves as artists and the
works they create--to review how they speak about their work and present themselves. No matter
your level of experience or quilting style Valarie will inspire you to be fulfilled by making beautiful
quilts. She urges quilters to step up their game and broaden their playing fields. After listening to
her presentation, you will be able to do this and more, without apologizing!

Valerie completed her first quilt in 1971 and began professional training in 1981. Her textile work,
which has been exhibited across the country and internationally, includes mixed media, collages and
portraits, often depicting human rights issues

As a fiber artist Valarie's tools include thread, fibers, paint, glue, dyes, looms, machines, stream of
conscious drawing, the study of emerging techniques, plundering old magazines and books for the
tried-and-true techniques, guts and courage. She creates from the heart and puts so much of
herself and thoughts into the piece that you must look beyond the obvious to behold the full
banquet.

NOTE: There will be no workshop offered.

VALARIEPOITIER.COM




Socials

There are still a few open slots for the Sat, October 19t Sew-In. See Anne Dodge at the Library Table before our
next meeting. This is a great way to meet other members in a smaller more social event.

Also, the December meeting, which will be held on Wednesday December 11%, will be our Holiday Social.

There will be a Yankee Swap so everyone should bring a small wrapped gift not worth more than $20.00. Try to
wrap it in a way that entices others to select your gift. There will also be a food sign-up list available at the
November meeting. Please consider bringing either an or d'oeurve or dessert.

Celebrating Quilting

Celebrating many, many years of quilting.

The exhibit is up and running and available for viewing during Simsbury library hours. What a diverse group
of quilters we have on display. Please stop by soon and see what our group can do. Also, this exhibit was perceived
as a membership drive, so anyone you know who might be interested in quilting--send them to the library! And please

keep an eye on your email.
Ellyn Mansfield.

NEQM Guest Passes

The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone interested in
visiting there in the next year. If you’'ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on YouTube where you’ll find

informative videos on current happenings.

Neonatal Quilts

Committee: Darcy Grey Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnston  Maureen Hulsart

Eleven quilts were donated at our September meeting. Clearly members were busy over the summer months.
Thank you for your support.

The Neonatal Committee has been donating to the St. Francis Neonatal unit for approximately a year. Based on
our observation, St. Francis does not serve the number of infants that UConn serves. Consequently, we find we

have a small stockpile of baby quilts.

This issue was brought to the attention of the Board and they decided that the surplus of Neonatal quilts will be
donated to the Linus Project. The Linus Project is an organization that donates to children who are “seriously ill,
traumatized or otherwise in need.” That said, our primary focus will continue to be serving the St. Francies
Neonatal Unit and if a surplus arises, extra quilts will be donated to the Linus Project.

If you should have any questions, please contact any of the Neonatal Committee members. Again, thank you for
your donations.
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Snowflake Bags

¥
;“ ‘i The Snowflake Shop
Ao By Maureen Hulsart

Once again, the Connecticut Children’s Medical Center has asked our guild if we would be willing to make Snowflake
Bags to accommodate gifts given to children in their care. The Board has agreed to participate and therefore, | will
be collecting Snowflake bags from members from September to the November meeting.

The preferred size of the bags is listed below. Bags can be make with traditional holiday fabric but bags in other
colors are also accepted for children who may not celebrate a Christmas Holiday.

Ribbon for cinching the bags will be available at the “Snowflake Table” and you are welcome to take ribbon to
complete your bag/s/

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Ribbon s ——
+  Sacks should be roughly 36”x 24”
**  Ribbon is available on the Snowflake Table
for the drawstring. Ribbon Preferred for tying. 36”
+*  Holiday fabrics are appreciated but not mandatory
Children’s prints or bags in solid colors...
Blue, Green, Gold, etc. are welcomed.
*»  Bags to be collected monthly at the Snowflake Shop Table
from September through November.....anticipated delivery to the Children’s Hospital is early
December.

Thank you for your support!

Sunshine

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need one. In
order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could use a card from
us. If you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board member. Kathy's e-mail

is kbakerl@att.net
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Sew Thankful Quilters

Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on the
second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon. We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would welcome
anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.

If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

Quilts 2 Heal

SEW DAYS:

Monday October 21, 10:00 — 2:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury

Tuesday October 22 9:00 - 3:00 St. Andrew Church Hall 28 Norwich Ave., Colchester
Monday November 18, 10:00 — 2:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury

If you can, please bring your machine, rotary cutter, scissors

PLEASE let us know if you can attend this sew day...for an hour or two, or for the day...It helps greatly in planning when
we know who is coming!

CONTACT: Paula DeSilva, quilts2heal@comcast.net, 860.306.7000 OR Kathi Maglia, kmmaglia@comcast.net

Granbees Quilt Guild

Interested in quilting? * The Granbees Welcome You * Beginners to Experts

When: Third Tuesdays September to June 9:30 am — Noon

Where: East Granby Senior center

Programs: Trunk Shows, Demonstrations, Guest Speakers, Charity Quilts, Members
helping members, Retreats, Applique, Basting Day, Refreshments

Contact: Ellyn Mansfield Email: elhmansfield@gmail.com Phone - 860-561-2878

Advertisements

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed.

Help Needed: Ballet & Quilts: I will be producing an original ballet called The Long Black Veil- inspired by the country music
ballad. The ballet takes place in New England post Civil War. | would love to incorporate quilting into some of the costuming. It

would be great to incorporate patterns, colors, or pieces of quilts from our region. Let me know if this is something you could
help me with. Thank you so much!

Rachael Gnatowski, Artistic & Executive Director New England Ballet Theatre, Avon CT 860-255-7767 neballettheatre.com

For Sale:

AccuQuilt Studio System in excellent condition. Includes more than 30 dies (some never used), multiple
trays and covers. Asking $300 or best offer. Contact Caroline Berman @ 860-944-9566
or chbermanct@comcast.netif interested. 4/24

fOR SALE:

Brand new Babylock Sashiko machine. Give your items the look of hand quilting without the wear and tear
on your hands. My impulse buy... NEVER USED. Asking $2,300. Downsizing sewing room.

4/24
Jan Porri 860-680-1290
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Quilting Events

Tiny Pricks Project: Desperate Times, Creative Measures
Sept. 7 - Nov. 24, 2024

Fuller Craft Museum 455 Oak Street, Brockton, MA
https:/fullercraft.org/

Concord Piecemakers Quilt Show

Oct. 18 - 19, 2024

St. Matthews United Methodist Church

435 Central Street, Acton MA 01720
http:/concordpiecemakers.org/quilt-show/

Celebrating 25 years of Friends and Quilting
Oct. 19, 2024

Whitman United Methodist Church

503 South Ave. Whitman, MA 02382
https:/thimblesandfriendsquiltguild.org

Fall Exhibition Celebration

Oct. 19, 2024

Fuller Craft Museum 455 Oak Street, Brockton, MA
https:/fullercraft.org/

Nimble Thimblers Annual Quilt and Fabric Auction
Oct. 22, 2024
Crystal Community Club 77 Preston St., Wakefield, MA

BUCC Quilt Show & Sale with Sewing Tag Sale
Oct. 25 — 27, 2024

18 Park Street, Belchertown, MA 01007
https:/buccquiltshowandsale.weebly.com/

Cape Cod Quilters 20th Anniversary Show
Nov. 9 -10, 2024

Cultural Center of Cape Cod

307 Old Main Street

S. Yarmouth, MA
https://capecodquilters.com/

Rising Star Quilters 35th Annual Quilt Show
Nov. 16 - 17, 2024

Arlington Town Hall 730 Massachusetts Ave
Arlington, MA 02476
https://risingstarquilters.org/show.html

in the Area

Cocheco Quilt Show: Waves of Color

Nov. 16 - 17, 2024

James W. Foley Memorial Community Center
150 Wakefield Street, Rochester, NH
https://www.cochecoquilters.com/index.html

13th Annual Yuletide Quilt Show

November 23, 2024

905 Saybrook Road, Haddam, CT 06438
https:/haddamchurch.org/events/quilt-show/

Quilters’ Connection Auction

Dec. 5, 2024

Follen Church Unitarian Universalist
755 Massachusetts Avenue

Lexington, MA 02420
https://www.quiltersconnection.org/

Quilts 250

March 22 — 23, 2025

Concord Academy

166 Main St.

Concord, MA
https:/www.quiltersconnection.org/Quilts250.html
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Newsletter Submissions

Due the Thursday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting. Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com
Submissions for next newsletter due November 14, 2024.

2024-2025 Board Members 2024-2025 Committee Members

President
Vice President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Programs

Newsletter Editor
Publicity

Social Programs
Webmaster

Quilt Show Chair 2024

Website: Fvquilters.org

Ellyn Mansfield
Kathi Maglia
Pam Stenman, Gail Burk
Keri Livingston
Chris Murray
Joanne Farrell
Caroline Berman
Diane Calkin
Bridget Shanley
Anne Dodge
Kitty Vangunten

Jan Porri

Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters

ABC Quilts

Fabric Swap Box
Friendship Blocks
Hospitality

June Challenge
Library

Mystery Night
Neonatal Quilts

Sunshine
Photographer
Retreats

CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day

Lynda Cook

Kathie Fallon
Margaret Dooley-Duncan
Linnea Amodio

Donna Gosselin

Marie Knapps

Diane Calkin

Anne Dodge

Lois Palmer

Kitty Vangunten

Rose Day, Anne Dodge
Maureen Hulsart

Darcy Gray

Kitty Vangunten

Linda Johnston

Kathy Lettieri

Bridget Shanley

Katha Kerr

TBD
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