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President’s Letter

Hello and greetings from your President.

Administrative items:
* Decembers’ guild meeting has an early date. We will meet December 11, 
one week early. Please mark your calendars. The social committee has a 
great activity planned. Look for information in this newsletter.
* Exciting news coming about our Quilt Show. A name/theme has been 
chosen and the show committee will be looking for help from our members to 
make this a great event. Think about how you can help. Maybe entering a 
quilt?

Dear FV guild members,
I have been thinking about things that are habits; annoying habits in the 
sewing world to be exact. Who taught us to use a tool a particular way? Do 
we make accommodations for a tool that doesn't really fit in our hands? Do 
we use one tool for everything, instead of getting the correct tool?
I have been watching YouTube videos on quilting and I have found that so 
many of these videos show cutting fabric with shears, but using them as 
scissors. And it drives me crazy!
Scissors and shears can be confused as the same tool, but they are not the 
same. Scissors have two identical handles and the blades are usually 8” -10”.
Shears, on the other hand, have longer blades 10” - 13”. The handles are 
two different sizes: one rounded for your thumb and the other elliptical for two 
fingers.
Shears are meant to be used with the inside blade on the table, and the 
backside (top) blade free. Scissors are used “in the air” with no table 
support. 
Some left handed shears just have the handles flipped, but the blades are still 
set for right handed cutting. True left handed shears (and scissors) have the 
blades reset. If you are left handed watch out for this trick. Don’t let anyone 
lead you down the path of using your tools incorrectly! Happy shearing!
Ellyn Mansfield, President.
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Treasurer’s Update
All the Guild accounts are balanced and in good order. The Board has approved the budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal 
year which starts on July 1st. The Budget document shows the 2023-24 budget so that you can see a comparison.  
Also, there is a Budget projection for 2025-26 so that you can get an idea of where we may be heading financially. It 
is available on the Members Only section of the Guild Website. Look under the tab that says 
"Minutes/Treasurer/Budget. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know . 

Chris Murray Treasurer.

Membership
Hi All, we have had eight new members join since the last newsletter, please take the time to meet them 
and welcome them to our guild! They are:

Karen Craig
Lona Kirk
Marica Houle
Geralyn Sherman
Maria Gerard
Deneen Kenworthy
Erica Wahl
Joanne Wilcox

This brings our 2024 guild membership to 127 members!
Now that we are in November, it is time to start renewing your membership for the 2025 calendar year. We 
will be starting to collect 2025 dues at the November meeting. There are several ways to pay:
•Checks can be made out to FVQI for $25 and brought to the meeting or mailed to Farmington Valley 
Quilters, PO Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089
•We will accept cash at the meeting (preferably exact change)
•You can pay with a credit/debit card at the meeting
Please check your personal information on the member listing on the website and if anything needs to be 
updated or corrected, please share that information with us when you renew.

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us via email, text, or at the meetings!
Gail Burk & Pam Stenman, Membership Co-chairs

All the kits for this year’s ABC quilt have gone home with generous folks during the Oct meeting. Friendly 
remember to bring your completed block(s) to the Nov. or Dec. meeting and make sure your name is with 
your finished blocks. Please tell us if this is your first time participating in the ABC quilt project so we can 
give you a pin to attach to your name tag.
We certainly hope you had fun making this block.

Kathie Fallon, Lynda Cook and Diane Bray

ABC Quilts



3

Programs and Workshops
Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs

A pdf printout of programs is available on our website: FVQuilter.org

Please contact  Joanne Farrell or Caroline Berman with any questions about these programs or suggestions for future speakers

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs 

Fall 2024 – Early 2025  

 
A PDF printout of programs is available on our website: FVQuilter.org 

Please contact Joanne Farrell or Caroline Berman with any quesƟons about these programs or suggesƟons for future speakers.  

Program DescripƟon 
 

About our Presenter 
Valarie PoiƟer: Promote Your Work, Without Apologizing Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, November 20th  
 
Valerie encourages individuals to transform how they think about themselves as arƟsts and the works they create--to review 
how they speak about their work and present themselves. No maƩer your level of experience or quilƟng style Valarie will 
inspire you to be fulfilled by making beauƟful quilts. She urges quilters to step up their game and broaden their playing fields. 
After listening to her presentation, you will be able to do this and more, without apologizing! 
 
Valerie completed her first quilt in 1971 and began professional training in 1981. Her texƟle work, which has been exhibited 
across the country and internaƟonally, includes mixed media, collages and portraits, oŌen depicƟng human rights issues  
 
As a fiber artist Valarie's tools include thread, fibers, paint, glue, dyes, looms, machines, stream of conscious drawing, the 
study of emerging techniques, plundering old magazines and books for the tried-and-true techniques, guts and courage. She 
creates from the heart and puts so much of herself and thoughts into the piece that you must look beyond the obvious to 
behold the full banquet. 
 
NOTE: There will be no workshop offered. 
 

 

 
 

VALARIEPOITIER.COM 
 

Linda Pearl: Your Capsule Stash Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, March 19th  
 
Linda Pearl, owner of One QuilƟng Circle, has been fascinated with the art of quilt making for over 25 years. An avid collector 
of fabrics, she is now drawn into ways to incorporate her beauƟful stash into new projects, a passion that is shared by many 
quilters today. Her work has been featured in books and magazines and she is a cerƟfied teacher of Sew Kind of Wonderful 
Quilts. This lecture invites you to take another look at your creaƟve sewing space, and to make sure that you have just the 
right mixture of things in it. 
 
Have you made room for your ugly fabric? Yes, you should, and this lecture will give you several reasons why you need it. If 
you feel you have too much fabric, and yet nothing to work with, this lecture will give you specific strategies and techniques 
before heading to the quilt shop. More importantly, it will give you strategies to know when something is a great buy. You 
CAN sƟll buy fabric, but this will allow you to be strategic – and have more fun in the process! 
 

 

 
 

One QuilƟng Circle 

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild Programs 

Fall 2024 – Early 2025  

 

Program DescripƟon 
 

About our Presenter 
Giucy Giuce: Fabric Design and His QuilƟng Journey Trunk Show Wednesday Evening, April 16th  
 
Giuseppe Ribaudo is beƩer known as Giucy Giuce.  He learned how to sew from spending Ɵme with his grandmother growing 
up. He will share how his quilƟng journey evolved into fabric and paƩern design and his love for bold colors.  
 
It wasn’t unƟl college that he discovered quilƟng. Giuseppe began with sewing improvisaƟonal quilts before moving into 
modern tradiƟonal territory. He joined Instagram shortly thereaŌer and quickly found himself making long distance friends in 
the ever-growing quilƟng community via social media. 
  
AŌer bouncing around the country for about a decade, Giucy decided to move back to New York to pursue a career in texƟles. 
Within a few months of being in NYC, he was offered a markeƟng posiƟon at Andover Fabrics and was promoted to 
mulƟmedia manager a year later. In 2018, he refocused his energy on fabric design and released his first collecƟon Quantum. 
In 2021, Giucy released his tenth collecƟon called Nonna, an homage to his beloved grandmother. His most recent 
release, Sleuth, is the third and final collecƟon in a true crime series dubbed The Gnarls Hollow Trilogy.  
 
Giucy conƟnues to design fabric and paƩerns, lecture, and teach quilƟng workshop all over the country. 
 

 

 
 

GiucyGiuce.com 
 

Giucy Giuce: Workshop, Thursday, April 17th  
 
Details on the workshop are sƟll being finalized – registraƟon will open in January, so be sure to sign-up as we expect this 
workshop to sell out quickly! 
 
The Workshop will be held from 9:00-4:00 at the Quilted Ewe, 37 Greenwoods Rd, New Hartford, CT 
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Retreats
We had 22 women attend the fall retreat, and a good time was had by all! The weather was beautiful and for the first time 
since I've been attending the retreat we had the place to our selves. 

Our next retreat is February 26, 2025 - March 2, 2025 at the Incarnation Center! Sign ups begin at the November meeting 
with a non-refundable $100 deposit, final payment is due by the January meeting. Wednesday-Sunday (4 nights) is $390, 
Thursday-Sunday is $340. Meal service begins with Thursday dinner. The fee includes 9 meals, private room, linens and 
towels.

If  you have any questions or concerns please let me know. If  you haven't been to a retreat its a great way to get to know 
other guild members!

Katha

Quilt Show Update

Venue has been secured, Theme/name has been chosen..winner to be announced at our next meeting. 
Budget has been passed by committee. Committees are in place, and are beginning their roles in the 
planning of our show.
Next step...still need volunteers for setting up and then taking down at the end of the show.

Let's get sewing....we want this quilt show to be better than before, and we obviously need your 
submissions. We are going to continue with the book table, and the 'boutique' table, both will need your 
donations as well.

Feel free to reach out to Kathi, Pam or myself if you have any questions regarding the show!

Think ahead and think BIG!!!

Happy Quilting!

Jan

Quilt Show

Socials
From the Socials Chair: 

The December meeting, which will be held on Wednesday December 11th, will be our Holiday Social.  There will be a 
Yankee Swap so everyone should bring a small wrapped gift not worth more than $20.00.  Try to wrap it in a way that 
entices others to select your gift.  There will also be a food sign-up list available at the November meeting.  Please 
consider bringing either an hors d'oeuvre or dessert.

The October Sew-In at the Simsbury Library was a success.  There were six members who attended and we had a great 
time sewing and socializing.  It was decided to continue these events and have a second Sew-In in the spring.  There 
will be room for 12 people.  When we have a Saturday date, either in March or April, we will advertise it. So…watch 
this space!

Hope to see you all,
Anne Dodge
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From the Guild Librarians:

Each month, we like to feature one special book from the Guild Library to pique interest. The list of items 
available in the Guild Library is on the members portion of the FVQ website.  If you find something interesting 
let Anne Dodge (annedodge71@gmail.com) know and it will be waiting for you at the next Guild meeting.  

This month’s featured book is:

Creating Art Quilts With Panels: Easy Thread Painting and Embellishing Techniques to Create Your Own 
Colorful Piece of Art From Panels, by Joyce Hughes, Landauer Publishing, 2019.

The quilt shops are full of wonderful printed panels in a wide variety of colors, subjects and sizes.  What to do 
with them?? There are an endless number of ideas, patterns and techniques to work with panels.  This book 
provides information on how to select panels that lend themselves to being embellished.  It also provides a 
wealth of information on various types of embellishments from thread painting, to trapunto, to added 
elements such as buttons, ribbons and crystals. Lastly, there are six sample projects that provide examples of 
wonderful ways to turn a simple flat panel into a work of art.

Guild Library

Share your sewing with your guild friends.
Instructions are on the website and also the link below

Curved Improv – Due at January Meeting
Sunrise.  - Due at March Meeting
Free Play Triangles  -  Due at May Meeting

http://tinyurl.com/2024FVQfriendshipblock

Questions-email Linnea (neaya@aol.com)

Friendship Blocks

NEQM Guest Passes
The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone interested in 
visiting there in the next year.  If you’ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on YouTube where you’ll find 
informative videos on current happenings.

Celebrating many, many years of quilting.

The exhibit at the Simsbury Public Library has concluded. What a busy two months it was. Thanks to all who 
participated and to all who helped hang and take down. It was truly a Guild Event! -Ellyn Mansfield.

Celebrating Quilting 

mailto:annedodge71@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/2024FVQfriendshipblock
mailto:neaya@aol.com
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LAST	CALL! 

By Maureen Hulsart

The Snowflake shop is a service provided by Connecticut Children’s Hospital to families 
with children in the hospital over the holidays.  Gift items are provided to the Snowflake 
shop over the course of the year.   The Guild provides drawstring bags which allows 
families to take away their selections in a decorative bag, concealing any surprises from 
the children and even omitting the need to wrap (if this is preferred!).  Last year, close to 
200 families shopped The Snowflake shop at Connecticut Children’s Hospital and their 
NICU Snowflake Shop setups.

The Guild has been contacted and asked if we could continue to provide these draw-string 
bags during this upcoming holiday season and we have agreed to once again take on the 
challenge.   Deadline for delivering the bags is at our December meeting, December 11th.  

Requirements:
v re-usable bags with drawstring (approximately 36”x24” to hold up to 50 pounds

v Fabric:   Fabric with Christmas prints;  solid fabrics in blue, green, silver, etc. are also 
appropriate as some of the families do not celebrate any of the winter holidays

Completed bags can be left with Maureen at our monthly meeting.  Visit our Gift Bag Table 
where a limited amount of fabric is available to help you make a gift bag.

Thank you for your support!

SNOWFLAKE
     SHOP!

Snowflake Bags

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need one.  In 
order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could use  a card from 
us.  If  you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board member.  Kathy's e-mail 
is kbakerl@att.net

Sunshine

mailto:kbakerl@att.net
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Sew Thankful Quilters
Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on 
the second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon.  We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would 
welcome anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.  
If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

SEW DAYS:  
Monday November 18, 10:00 – 2:30  Sew Inspired Quilt Shop  8 Wilcox St. Simsbury
Tuesday  November 19, 9:00 - 2:00  St. Andrew Church Hall  28 Norwich Ave., Colchester
Monday December 9, 10:00 – 2:30 Sew Inspired Quilt Shop 8 Wilcox St. Simsbury

If you can, please bring your machine, rotary cutter, scissors
PLEASE let us know if you can attend this sew day...for an hour or two, or for the day...It helps greatly in planning 
when we know who is coming!

CONTACT: Paula DeSilva, quilts2heal@comcast.net, 860.306.7000 OR Kathi Maglia, kmmaglia@comcast.net

Quilts 2 Heal

Neonatal Quilts
Committee:   Darcy Grey

             Linda Johnston
Kitty Vangunten
Maureen Hulsart

Eleven quilts were donated at our September meeting.   Clearly members were busy over the summer months.   
Thank you for your support.

The Neonatal Committee has been donating to the St. Francis Neonatal unit for approximately a year.   Based on our 
observation, St. Francis does not serve the number of infants that UConn serves.   Consequently, we find we have a 
small stockpile of baby quilts. 

This issue was brought to the attention of the Board and they decided that the surplus of Neonatal quilts will be 
donated to the Linus Project.   The Linus Project is an organization that donates to children who are “seriously ill, 
traumatized or otherwise in need.”   That said, our primary focus will continue to be serving the St. Francies  
Neonatal Unit and if a surplus arises, extra quilts will be donated to the Linus Project. 

If you should have any questions, please contact any of the Neonatal Committee members.   Again, thank you for 
your donations.

https://web.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/JAVASCRIPT-BLOCKEDwindow.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT3393_com_zimbra_email%22))
mailto:kmmaglia@comcast.net
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Quilting Events in the Area

13th Annual Yuletide Quilt Show
November 23, 2024
905 Saybrook Road, Haddam, CT  06438
https://haddamchurch.org/events/quilt-show/

Tiny Pricks Project: Desperate Times, Creative Measures
Sept. 7 - Nov. 24, 2024
Fuller Craft Museum  455 Oak Street, Brockton, MA
https://fullercraft.org/

Quilters’ Connection Auction
Dec. 5, 2024
Follen Church Unitarian Universalist
755 Massachusetts Avenue,  Lexington, MA 02420
https://www.quiltersconnection.org/

Quilts 250
March 22 – 23, 2025
Concord Academy
166 Main St.,  Concord, MA
https://www.quiltersconnection.org/Quilts250.html

Haddam Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show
April 5 - 6, 2025
Haddam Neck Congregational Church
408 Quarry Hill Road,  Haddam Neck, 06424
https://haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org/

Fiber Art Exhibit @ the Morse Institute Library
Nov. 1 – Dec. 31, 2024
Morse Institute Library
14 East Central St,  Natick, MA 01760
https://morseinstitute.libguides.com/digital-branch

"A Ruby Celebration" Presented by the Rhododendron 
Needlers Quilt Guild
April 5 - 6, 2025
Blue Hills Regional Technical High School
800 Randolph St.,  Canton, MA
https://www.rnqg.org/joomla1_5/quilt-show

Advertisements
If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise 
it here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed. 

FOR SALE:
Brand new Babylock Sashiko machine. Give your items the look of hand quilting without the wear and tear 
on your hands. My impulse buy… NEVER USED. Asking $2,300. Downsizing sewing room.
Jan Porri 860-680-1290

4/24

Interested in quilting? * The Granbees Welcome You * Beginners to Experts 
When: Third Tuesdays September to June 9:30 am – Noon
Where: East Granby Senior center
Programs: Trunk Shows, Demonstrations, Guest Speakers, Charity Quilts, Members 
helping members, Retreats, Applique, Basting Day, Refreshments 

Contact: Ellyn Mansfield Email: elhmansfield@gmail.com Phone – 860-561-2878 

Granbees Quilt Guild

https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=0f9f302f80&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=af72ef3753&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=8eaa06249f&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=c6a6c666a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=27f9552b6c&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=5c3dfc6c72&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=a14dda9363&e=781fb09e8a
tel:860-680-1290
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                                                 Caroline Berman

Newsletter Editor           Diane Calkin

Publicity            Bridget Shanley
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Webmaster            Kitty Vangunten

Quilt Show Chair 2024          Jan Porri

ABC Quilts   Lynda Cook
    Kathie Fallon
Fabric Swap Box  Margaret Dooley-Duncan 
Friendship Blocks              Linnea Amodio
    Katha Kerr
Hospitality   Donna Gosselin
    Marie Knapps
June Challenge  Diane Calkin
Library                Anne Dodge
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    Kitty Vangunten
Mystery Night               Rose Day, Anne Dodge
Neonatal Quilts              Maureen Hulsart
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                  Kitty Vangunten
     Linda Johnston
Sunshine    Kathy Lettieri
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CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day               Bernice Hovencamp

2024-2025 Board Members 2024-2025 Committee Members

Website: Fvquilters.org
Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters
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Newsletter Submissions
Due the Thursday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting.  Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com
Submissions for next newsletter due Decemberr 5, 2024.

mailto:dlcalkin@gmail.com

