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President’s Letter

Hello all, 

A couple of important things this month, first we will be 
electing our new board members at the May meeting as 
well as voting on a couple of by-laws changes so please 
try to attend to participate in these votes. I would like to 
thank everyone who participated in the April meeting in 
helping to come up with nominees for all of our board 
positions, your input was greatly appreciated! Another 
great reason to join us at the May meeting is to hear our 
speaker, Kathie Beltz. Her presentation on Easy Color 
for Quilters should be interesting and informative! I 
know this is a topic that I am looking forward to as 
sometimes I have trouble going outside my comfort 
zone with color choices! Also, I want to remind 
everyone that we have a great way to showcase quilting 
coming up with CT Hang-A-Quilt Day on Saturday June 
17th! Our guild started this event several years ago and 
has received some great publicity from it! It doesn't take 
a lot of effort to participate, just hang one or more of 
your quilts outside in front of your home and/or business 
on 6/17/23! It is a great way to air out your quilts and 
add some color to the front of your home for a day! I 
look forward to seeing many of you at our May meeting!

Happy Quilting!

Pam
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Nominating Committee
We did it! 

Thank you to all our members in attendance at our April Guild Meeting – we were able to receive enough 
nominations to fill out ALL of our positions for next year!

We will vote, as a membership, on the following slate of nominated members to serve on our Board of Directors:

Committee Chair(s)
ABC Quilts Peggy Thomsen

Kathie Fallon
Fabric Swap Margaret Dooley-Duncan
Friendship Blocks Linnea Ampdio

Katha Kerr
Hospitality Donna Gosselin

Marie Knapps
June Challenge Diane Calkin
Library Anne Dodge

Lois Plamer
Kitty Vangunten

Committee Chair(s)
ABC Quilts Peggy Thomsen

Kathie Fallon
Fabric Swap Margaret Dooley-Duncan
Friendship Blocks Linnea Ampdio

Katha Kerr
Hospitality Donna Gosselin

Marie Knapps
June Challenge Diane Calkin
Library Anne Dodge

Lois Plamer
Kitty Vangunten

Mystery Night Rose Day
Neonatal Maureen Hulsart

Darcy Gray
Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnson

Sunshine Kathy Lettieri 
Photographer Open
Retreats Katha Kerr

CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day Open for 2024

On behalf of the current Board of Directors, we thank you in advance for continuing to support the activities of 
our Guild – without a Board of Directors and Committee Chairs, we will not continue to thrive!

Caroline Berman, VP & Chair, Nominating Committee

Mobile: 860-944-9566
email: chbermanct@comcast.net

For informational purposes, we have filled nearly all of our committee roles as well:

Board Position Proposed Slate of Officers…
President Caroline Berman 

Vice President Ellyn Mansfield

Secretary Keri Livingston

Membership Pam Stenman, Co-Chair
Gail Burk, Co-Chair

Treasurer Anne Dodge

Programs Kathi Maglia
Joanne Farrell

Newsletter Editor Diane Calkin

Publicity Rose Day, Co-Chair
Bridget Shanley, Co-Chair

Social Programs Linda Walter & Candy Casciano, Co-Chair Team
Patti Slaison & Katha Kerr, Co-Chair Team

Webmaster Kitty Vangunten

Quilt Show Chair 2024 Jan Porri, Chair
NOTE: Looking for an assistant or Co-Chair
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Treasurer’s Update

All accounts are current, balanced, and in good standing. Thanks to Chris and Sandy Murray for agreeing to perform 
the annual financial review for the Guild this year. If there are any questions or concerns, please contact Anne 
Dodge, fvqi.treasurer@gmail.com.

Well, I’m pleased to announce that we have had someone step-up who is 
willing to assume the responsibilities of Quilt Show Chair for our next show…Ms. Jan Porri.   

I know everyone on the Committee and in the Guild will lend their full support to Jan as they plan for the 2024 
Quilt Show.

Thank you Jan!  

Quilt Show 2024
Volunteers Needed

By Maureen Hulsart

Quilt Show

All is quiet for the ABC committee. We will be working on the design and kits for the next batch of ABC quilts to be 
distributed to members who wish to participate in the fall. In the meantime, if anyone has any questions, please 
reach out to either Peggy Thomsen or Kathie Fallon.

ABC Quilts

By Law Changes

A few minor changes to the Guild By Laws and Quilt Show By Laws have been approved by the Board.  Please 
review them.  There will be a vote by the membership at the May meeting.

Summary:
Treasurer is changed to one two year term.
Quilt Show Chair has 90 days to submit a final report to the Board.

Read the details in the complete By Laws on our Website under Members only and then under By Law Revisions.

Due at the June 2023 Meeting – One month Left!
Make a quilted item using 3 colors only. The colors must be chosen by finding 3 paint chips where the first letters of the 
paint names match your initials. For example my initials are DLC and I wanted to make a quilt with purple, teal and 
green; I found Dusty Violet, Lagoon and Calabash. The fabric can be a print but should primarily be the colors on the 
paint chips. Bring your item in June along with the paint chips.  Remember there will be a prize just for participating.
Contact Diane Calkin: dlcalkin@gmail.com with any questions.

June Challenge

mailto:fvqi.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:dlcalkin@gmail.com
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Programs and Workshops

Please contact Program Co-Chairs Kathi Maglia (kmmaglia@comcast.net) or Ellyn Mansfield (elhmansfield@gmail.com) 
with any questions or suggestions for speakers.

Programs Lineup:

A PDF Printout of programs is available on our Website: FVQuilter.org

May 17 & 18 - Kathie Beltz- www.KathieBeltz.com

Trunk show and lecture: Easy Color for Quilters Confused by the color wheel? Do you know how to use the color 
wheel to choose colors for your quilts? This lecture breaks down all the technical color terms into easy, everyday 
English so that any quilter can understand them. Then those terms are related directly to quilts during the trunk 
show. Once you understand the basics, you can apply them to your quilts and watch them sparkle!

Workshop: Rangely Star Wall Quilt – There is still room!

On Thursday, May 18 from 10AM – 4PM, there will be a six 
hour workshop. This project received its name because the 
streamlined construction of the star points was conceived 
while Deb Tucker was working at a quilt retreat in Rangeley, 
Maine. (In 2013 Kathie became a Certified Instructor for Studio 
180 Design, Deb Tucker’s Tool and Technique Company.)
You will create a wall quilt featuring a pieced 17ʺ central star 
block surrounded by a cluster of 14 smaller stars in the 
borders. Using Deb’s techniques and tools, it becomes a 
simple design to construct, but it looks so much more 
difficult. Finished size: 32ʺ x 42ʺ
The Tucker Trimmer 1 and Quilter’s Magic Wand are required 
for this workshop. These tools are available from the instructor 
during class or are available at your local quilt shop.
Fee for the workshop is $45.00; please bring your own lunch or 
cash for local purchase. The workshop will be held at the Avon 
Congregational Church, 6 West Main St., Avon, Ct. 06001.

Socials

June 21st is the date of our upcoming Guild Social. We are seeking volunteers to kindly contribute an hors 
d’oeuvre or dessert. It would also be appreciated if anyone is able to lend a few summer-themed 
centerpieces for the tables. Look for the Socials sign-up sheet this month if you would like to contribute 
something delicious.

We have also scheduled the Summer Sew-In dates of July 19 and August 16 at the First Church of Christ, 
located at 689 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury. This FREE event is open to all guild members to enjoy sewing 
whatever you like for the day, pack a brown bag lunch for yourself or visit a local restaurant, and spend time 
quilting together. It will be held in (air conditioned) Palmer Hall from 9-3:30 pm. You may attend one or both 
dates. Please sign up this month or next to help us plan for the number of interested participants. Hope you 
can join us!

Sue Underwood

mailto:kmmaglia@comcast.net
mailto:elhmansfield@gmail.com
http://www.kathiebeltz.com/
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Programs and Workshops (cont’d)

September 20, 2023

Barn Quilts with Ruth McWilliams - a leader in the "TAUNY" Barn Quilt Movement.

Public art and public buildings are coming together in a movement that is sweeping upper New York state- barn 
quilts. Together with Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY), Ruth McWilliams will explore the barns and 
buildings where these unique “quilts” hang and tell their stories.

She will provide an overview about barn quilts from inspiration to installation and in her workshop she will guide 
participants in painting their own barn quilts.

Workshop Thursday, September 21, 2023

“WHIRLWIND WORKSHOP” – Sign up today! There is still room!

BARN QUILTING BASICS IN ONE DAY with Ruth McWilliams

All participants will create mini barn quilts measuring 12x12 inches, selecting a design from a limited number of 
traditional patterns.

All participants will be provided with a Medium Density Overlay (MDO) board; sanded and primed.

During the workshop participants will draw their selected design on their board; tape their design for painting; paint 
using exterior paint with brushes, and rollers.

Cost $50.00. The maximum number is 15. The location and time of the workshop have not been established.

This will be an all day workshop.

All those participating must be able to stand for several hours at a time and be able to bend over tables to draw 
designs as well as to tape and paint boards. All participants are encouraged to wear comfortable shoes and clothes 
appropriate for painting.

Retreats
Planning for the November retreat is underway, mark your calendars for November 1-5, 2023. There is a 4 night option 
(arriving Wednesday) and 3 night option (arriving Thursday) available, $370 for 4 nights and $320 for 3 nights, meal 
service begins with Thursday dinner. Chair massages will be offered, this is a separate charge paid by you directly to 
Maureen of  Unwind Muscular Therapy, $20 for 20 minutes. Additionally we will be offering sewing machine servicing 
and cleaning at the retreat, also a separate charge paid directly to Anthony of  Sewing Machine Service & 
Repair. Anthony has been servicing machines at the November retreat for several years.

Registration begins at the May meeting. Registration will open to non-guild members beginning July 1st. Your $100 non-
refundable deposit holds your spot, with the balance due at the September meeting, or by mail by October 1st. 

If  you have been to the retreat in the past, please come again, you know how much fun it is! If  you haven't been to our 
retreat yet, please try it out, it's a great way to get to know your fellow guild members in a relaxed and fun environment.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, kkerr8994@yahoo.com or (860) 970-1570.

Katha

mailto:kkerr8994@yahoo.com
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New England Quilt Museum: A time for celebration!

The FV guild did it! We did it once, twice and the third time 
- we are ready to Celebrate!!

1) We took up the challenge to be a part of the NE Quilt 
Museum's exhibit entitled:

Summer Celebration of New England Quilts: The 
Best of the Region's Quilt Guilds.

2) We formed a committee who chose Caroline Berman's 
"Peaks & Valleys" from our 2022 Show. (There were many 
restrictions and parameters to follow; it was not an easy 
task.)

3)  And now we celebrate! To quote Caroline:
"Just received word from NEQM that my quilt, "Peaks & 
Valleys” has been accepted into the exhibit to represent 
The Farmington Valley GuildI! I’m very honored for my 
quilt to be selected by our guild and accepted into NEQM."

Let's all give a nod and a hug to Caroline for her placement 
in this amazing exhibit.
(The exhibit will run August 14-September 9, 2023.)

Summer Celebration of New England Quilts
New England Quilt Museum
18 Shattuck St.
Lowell, MA
August 15 - September 9, 2023

The Summer Celebration of New England Quilts will feature a gallery exhibition of 
exceptional quilts made by the Museum's Supporting Guilds. All Supporting Guilds are 
invited to submit one quilt, selected by their membership, for inclusion in this special 
exhibition. Entries must exemplify excellence in design, construction, and finishing.

NEQM Quilt Show

NEQM Guild Participation

NEQM Guest Passes
The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone 
interested in visiting there in the next year.  If you’ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on 
YouTube where you’ll find informative videos on current happenings.
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Hang a Quilt Day
Connecticut Hang-a-Quilt Day is Saturday, June 17 (Rain date 
June 18) 9 AM to 4 PM.

 

 

Connecticut  

Hang -A-Quilt Day 
  

Sponsored by   
Farmington Valley Quilters, Inc. 

 

June 17, 2023  

(Rain-date June 18)  
  

Showcase the art & beauty of quilting  
with this open-air quilt show!  

  

• Hang a quilt outside your house – on your 
garage, clothesline, fence, tree or chair  

• Ask a local business if you can display           
a quilt for the day    

• Post a picture on social media with 
#CTHangAQuiltDay 

 

No cost or registration required. 

FVQUILTER.ORG 
  

Calling all Quilt Lovers: 
Connecticut Hang-a-Quilt Day is our annual guild sponsored statewide 
event! Started in 2019, it's a beautiful way to showcase the artistry of 
quilting for others to appreciate.
Everyone and anyone in the state of Connecticut may hang a quilt outside 
their home over a chair, from a window, over a rail, from a clothesline or 
any other creative way to display one or more quilts. 
No registration or requirements--just hang a quilt for the day. 

The guild will be hanging quilts on the iron fence (using clothes line) at the 
Cemetery in the center of Simsbury as well as the wooden fence around 
the Historical Society both of which are on Hopmeadow Street. Please 
contact Susan Elliott shselliott@sbcglobal.net if you are interested in 
hanging your quilt in the center of Simsbury.  We will need a few 
responsible people for each location. A sign up sheet for helpers will be 
available at the guild meeting. The quilts are not monitored during the day, 
but we have never had any issues. It will be your responsibility to bring 
your quilt to the center by 8:30 in the morning and pick it up by 4 PM that 
afternoon. 

You may also fnd other public places to display your quilt. Susan hangs her 
chicken quilt at Flamig Farm in Simsbury! If you frequent any little shop or 
business you can ofer to hang a quilt there on that day! No limit to where 
or how you display them or how many quilts you hang. Ask a friend, 
neighbor or co-worker to participate also. Many quilt shops and quilters 
around the state will be participating as well. 

Remember you can make a sign or purchase one from Barb Aubin 
linic@comcast.net to place near your treasures to share with the 
community. 
on our website for the Hang-a-Quilt road tour! 

Would you like to drive around and see a display of quilts our members have elected to share on Hang A Quilt Day?  

The Guild is offering to post the locations of quilts members are displaying on Hang-A-Quilt Day.  Any member 
willing to voluntarily share the address/addresses of where they are hanging a quilt will have the addresses posted 
on a listing on our guild Web Page.  No names will be listed, just the # and street name listed under the town.   This 
allows people to drive by and share in this outdoor quilt show.   The listing will be updated weekly with the final 
update posted on Friday the 16th.  

To participate, just send in the address/s to Maureen Hulsart at the following email address:    
musiconthestreet@comcast.net

Deadline for submitting addresses is Wednesday, June 14th at noon.

So, print out our final listing;  call a friend;  grab your GPS  and enjoy this outdoor quilt show. 

Hang-A-Quilt Day Locations!
By Maureen Hulsart

mailto:musiconthestreet@comcast.net
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Over the last three years, the neonatal project has taken on the additional task of providing holiday bags for the 
Children’s Medical Center Snowflake Shop.  The level of our success is best expressed by the sentiments found in 
the following letter:

Dear Farmington Valley Quilting Team,

We once again want to thank your team for the support you provided for the Snowflake Shop at CT 
Children’s Medical Center.  Our 2022 Snowflake Shop was the biggest success yet.  We are grateful to 
your team for the beautiful toy sacks you created to support our families.  The bags are an addition to 
the process for our families, allowing them to carry out their gift selections from the shop in a festive and 
decorative way!  Many families are so happy with your bags that they even opt not to wrap and gift their 
children the presents packaged up solely by your talents!  Our staff  is happy to report the participation 
of 139 families in the shop this year!  We were able to share the gift sacks with NICU families in Hartford 
and in Farmington for the tiny babies and their siblings as well.  It was a great success and I hope your 
team is aware how much their contribution allows for a smooth process and successful event for our 
families.  We wanted to share this thought from an appreciative family:

“It is difficult to have a child in the hospital, let alone during 
the holidays.  This experience makes that difficulty a little
better.  The kindness shown is something I will never forget.”

Thank you so much for your commitment that helped to make our event more special.

Warm regards,
Lauren Turcotte and the Snowflake Shop Team

All of our diligent bag makers should take pride in what we’ve accomplished.  We have every reason to believe 
that, given our success, the program will continue.  A contact in the late fall seems likely.  With that in mind, it 
might be prudent that as we visit quilt shops during the summer we scour their clearance sections for 
appropriate holiday bag fabric.  One and one eighth yard of fabric is required to create a bag.  If all of us make 
two bags we could easily support the next Snowflake Shop.

On the Neonatal front, our March meeting produced twenty scent cloths and twenty-two quilts.  Thank you to all 
who contributed.

Please visit our table for a great selection of lovely new fabric along with batting and labels.

Alberta and Phyllis

Neonatal Quilts
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Sew Thankful Quilters

Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on 
the second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon. We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would 
welcome anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.
If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need one. In order for us 
to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could use a card from us. If you do, please 
contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any Board member. Kathy's email is kbakerl@att.net

Sunshine

Advertisements
If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it 
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed. 

For Sale: HandiQuilter Avante with Pro-Stitcher. Includes 10’ frame, ruler base, secret drawer and original box 
for the machine. The machine is 9 years old, Pro-Stitcher tablet is 7 years old but has been updated to the latest 
software version. Approximately 25M stitches, but immaculately maintained. Asking $10,500. For more 
information and to come test drive the machine, please call or text Peggy Thomsen at 860-930-8676. The buyer 
will have to arrange transportation and set up of the machine at your location. 3/23

Quilt stand in very good shape that I would like to give away. 
Contact me if interested.
Suzanne Salat   
Salatsuzanne3@gmail.com
914-572-4771

5/23

mailto:kbakerl@att.net
mailto:Salatsuzanne3@gmail.com
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Quilting Events in the Area

Celebrations and Inspirations
June 10 – 11, 2023
Kingswood Oxford School Field House
832 Trout Brook Drive, West Hartford CT 06107
https://www.ghqg.org/

Maine Quilts 2023
July 27 – 29, 2023
Augusta Civic Center, 76 Community Drive, Augusta ME
https://mainequilts.org/

Quilters by the Sea, RI: Every Quilt Tells a Story
Sept. 30 – Oct. 1, 2023
The Pennfield School
110 Sandy Point Ave., Portsmouth, RI 02871
http://quiltersbytheseari.com/

Bennington Quiltfest
September 16-17, 2023
747 East Road   Bennington, VT 05201
https://quietvalleyquilters.com/bennington-quiltfest/

Clamshell Quilt Guild’s Quilts All Around the Town
August 4 - 6, 2023
Connecticut College
College Center at Crozier-Williams
270 Mohegan Ave Pkwy
New London, CT 06320
http://www.clamshellquiltguild.org/

United Methodist Church of Branford Presents 100+ Quilts
September 15 – 16, 2023
United Methodist Church of Branford
811 E. Main Street   Branford CT 06405
https://www.umcbranford.org

Chickadee 42nd Annual Quilt Show
July 8 - 9, 2023
Stevens Brook Elementary School
14 Frances Bell Drive  Bridgton ME 04009
https://www.facebook.com/chickadeequiltersofmaine/

WQG Crazy Huge Fabric Sale
May 20, 2023
2nd floor of Sudbury Grange Hall
326 Concord Road   Sudbury MA
http://www.waysidequilters.org/index.html

Bayberry Quilters of Cape Cod's 40th Annual Quilt Show
August 2 - 4, 2023
Cape Cod Technical School
351 Pleasant Lake Ave.
Harwich MA
https://bayberryquiltersofcapecod.com/

Flower Power – Juried Quilt Exhibit
Aug. 5 to Sept. 16, 2023
The Brush Art Gallery and Studios
256 Market Street   Lowell MA 01852
https://thebrush.org/

Merrimack Valley Quilters Annual Show "Summer’s End"
September 29 – 30, 2023
Hope Community Church
11 Hale Street   Newburyport MA
https://mvquilters.org/quilt-show/

BUCC Quilt Show & Sale with Sewing Tag Sale
October 20 - 22, 2023
18 Park St.  Belchertown MA 01007
https://buccquiltshowandsale.weebly.com/

Cocheco Quilt Show: Cocheco Village
October 21 – 22, 2023
James W. Foley Memorial Community Center
150 Wakefield St   Rochester NH
http://cochecoquilters.com/index.html

Ninigret Quilters 2023 Quilt Show
October 13 – 15, 2023
Westerly Armory
41 Railroad Avenue   Westerly RI 02891
http://ninigretquilters.blogspot.com/p/quilt-show-2023.html

Quilting in the Land of Milk & Honey Quilt Show
October 7 - 8, 2023
Middlebury Recreation Center
154 Creek Rd   Middlebury VT
http://www.milkandhoneyquilters.com/

https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=b0d31eeb7d&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=a0cb482ae7&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=bc29965a8d&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=d84ee7920f&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=8c2776a551&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=5bb7453c9e&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=c746982310&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=fb7aae5150&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=7acec7a030&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=93daea5d00&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=34cb022ab0&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=539d157966&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=32be7cdfd5&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=a1bb81edd1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=e092048bba&e=781fb09e8a
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Newsletter Submissions

Due the Friday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting.  Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com

Submissions for next newsletter due June 16th.

Please welcome two more members. Karen Pineau of Simsbury joined at the last meeting and Doris 
Rothe of Simsbury mailed in her application, which gives us 111 members.

Kitty Vangunten
Membership

mailto:dlcalkin@gmail.com

