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President’s Letter

Hello there fellow quilters. Hope you are enjoying our tease of spring weather. It is nice to 
look out the windows and see the sunshine. I think the sun should be warm enough for me to 
venture outside, by, maybe April? But first some administrative items:

* Remember dues are due NOW! Membership is ready and able to take your cash, check or 
credit card payments at the meeting. Can’t make it? Send your dues to the PO box. And 
please check out the membership section of this newsletter. I understand the committee has 
a few choice words for our delinquent members.

* Our Patriotic quilt event has found a location. We will be will be participating in a quilt show 
sponsored by Avon UCC. We will have a room in the church to showcase FV’s talent. The 
event will be October 2026. Keep a look out for more information.

* FV continues to offer a table with free fabric. You may take what you want and drop off 
leftover fabric you don’t want or need. Please let Karen or Darcy know when you are leaving 
items. Check it out. The table may hold the perfect fabrics for your next project!

* The FV board thought the idea of a tea cup auction would be a fun way to raise money for 
the guild. A time line would be- before we break for summer. If you would like to be a part of 
this fund raising event, please let me, or someone on the board, know. 

* New England Quilt Museum. Members of FV get free admission. No ticket needed. Just let 
them know at the front desk that you are a FV member.

Ok, I’m back and excited to talk quilting. Excited? You bet!

My eldest daughter has started to learn to quilt! I am truly beyond words excited to tell you 
how happy this makes me.
When she was about ten years old, I made a decision: I wanted five generations of handwork 
in my house and this daughter would make it happen.

The photo I have of her holding her handiwork does not include a smile. But the machine 
quilted bird she made into a pillow makes me smile and it is beautiful. It proudly sits next to 
work done by her mother, her grandmother, her great grandmother and her great-great 
grandmother.
To hear her tell it, there were tears and threats and all sorts of pouting and some yelling 
involved. (That part I don’t remember.)
What I do remember is teaching her to sew - a skill she still remembers.
So I guess what actually happened when she learned to sew wasn’t all that bad. She bought a 
pre-cut kit. A start. I feel like a soon to be quilt grandmother! My baby is making quilts!
Now that is exciting quilting news!

Until next month, keep on quilting.
Warm regards,

Ellyn Mansfield,
President, Farmington Valley Quilt Guild
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Treasurer’s Update
The guild financial accounts are balanced in good order.  A financial statement has been updated on our website.
Quilt Show results are available on our web site under the members’ only section.
Chris Murray Treasurer.

Membership

Retreats

Friendship Blocks

The retreat is quickly approaching! Final payments are due at the January meeting. If you will not be at the 
meeting please send your check to the guild PO Box.

Katha

REMINDER DUES Have you paid?
Happy New Year and thank you to all who have already renewed their dues. At the January meeting, the $25 can be 
paid by cash, check, or credit card. Please note that the password for our website will change in February making the 
Members Only information unavailable to anyone who has not paid by then. If you are unable to attend in January, 
checks made out to FVQI can be mailed to FVQ PO Box 172. Weatogue, CT 06089.
Thanks for your support. We look forward to seeing you soon and we can be reached for questions at any time.

Membership cochairs
Susan Elliott
Gail Burk

Scrappy Heart blocks are due this month and I hope you all enjoy making them as much as I did.
 

Brenda Day

Member Exhibit at the Simsbury Public library.
 Check it out!

Kendra J. Dowd – 
Textile/Mixed Media - Selected Works

Exhibition on view Jan. 3 – 31, 2026
during regular library hours:
Mon–Thu: 9:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat: 9:30 a.m. – 5: 30 p.m.
Sun: 1 – 5 p.m.

-Kendra
http://www.BlueEyedCrowStudio.com

Exhibit by Member

http://www.blueeyedcrowstudio.com/
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Welcome to 2026! As you begin the new year putting your quilting ideas to work after the holidays and 
sorting through your stash, keep in mind that the Fabric Swap Table will gladly accept your donations. The 
table will remain a “free” table, so please take that piece of fabric that catches your eye. And, in turn, 
consider contributing some pieces of fabric from your stash that might be a “gem” to another member.

NEWS FLASH - As you are working in your quilting space this winter and organizing your fabric stash and 
workstations, we would love to accept donations of Quilty things such as yardage of fabric, fabric panels, 
fat quarters, fabric kits, new (and gently used) sewing accessories/tools, etc. We will be providing more 
information soon about what activity we have planned for these items.

Feel free to contact Karen Andress or Darcy Gray at a meeting or by email/text.

Email Karen at andreska61@gmail.com or text (no voice) to 860-983-1209.

Email Darcy at graystarkel@gmail.com or

Avon Congregational Church Celebrates America’s 250th Anniversary
     By Maureen Hulsart

Avon Congregational Church is celebrating America’s 250th Anniversary and 
hosting a quilt show/craft fair on October 17th and 18th.   Farmington 
Valley Quilters is participating in this event and would encourage members 
to make patriotic quilts and wall hangings.   A room as been designated for 
our Guild to display patriotic quilts and wall hangings along with 
information regarding guild membership.

If you are willing to share any other style of quilts for the show, they will be 
gratefully accepted and displayed. 

Susan Elliott will provide more detailed information at a later date 
regarding registration processes, drop off, etc.   

This is a great opportunity to display the talents and creativity our guild 
members.

Fabric Wap Table

mailto:andreska61@gmail.com
mailto:graystarkel@gmail.com
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NEQM Guest Passes
The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone interested 
in visiting there in the next year.  If you’ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on YouTube where you’ll find 
informative videos on current happenings.

Sunshine
As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need one.  In 
order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could use  a card 
from us.  If  you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board member.  
Kathy's e-mail is kbakerl@att.net

Snowflake Bags

Neonatal Quilts Committee: Linda Johnson,  Kitty Vangunten

ABC Quilts

Our guild donated 129 Snowflake Bags for the Snowflake Shop which is located each Christmas season 
in a warehouse full of donated toys, games, and various gift items. Parents have the convenience of 
shopping for their hospitalized child and conveniently placing several gifts in one "no peek" festive bag.
Katie, our contact at Hartford Hospital, asked that I convey her gratitude and noted the thankfulness of 
team members and families. Katie also mentioned a desire to work together again next holiday season.
I add my thank you once again!

Brenda

We continue to have a good selection of fabric for our neonatal quilts.  Please stop by and pick up some 
fabric, batting and a label.  Two quilts were donated at our last meeting.

Our website page, fvquilter.org, has the requirements for neonatal quilts. On the home page, click on 
Service Projects. Quilt donations may be made to the committee at our meetings.  If you have questions, 
please contact anyone on the Neonatal Committee. Thank you for your continued support.

Thanks to all the members who made 9 patch blocks for the ABC quilts. We were able to get 3 tops from 
all your blocks. The tops are now complete and are being long armed. Special thanks to Diane Bray’s 
sister, (Mary Guillet) and Lynda Cook’s husband Bill who volunteered to long arm these quilts.
The 3 quilts will be ready to do the final hand stitching of the binding during our Feb. service meeting. So 
come with a needle, thimble ( if you use one), reading glasses and scissors and join in the fun.

Kathie Fallon, Lynda Cook, Diane Bray

mailto:kbakerl@att.net
http://fvquilter.org/
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Wednesday, March 18th
Timna Tarr: Behind the Seams, Lecture 
Timna Tarr believes that skilled quilters make the same mistakes that new 
quilters do, but experience shows the practiced ones how to camouflage 
their errors.  Timna will show examples of how “MISTAKES” INFORM HER 
DESIGN DECISIONS.  And how every decision is chosen to keep her 
entertained.  After all, what is the point of quilting if we aren’t having fun 
while we are doing it?!
Thursday, March 19th

Timna Tarr Workshop
Easy Improv Techniques
Learn several simple improvisational techniques that can be used 
individually or can be combined into one piece. Timna will give you a 
basic structure from which to work from and then you take it from there 
to make your own unique piece. Beginner friendly.
• Class time and place is 10am to 4 pm at the Quilted Ewe
• There are 6 remaining spots in this workshop and it is open 

to non-members and all interested quilters.
• Workshop fee is $75 payable upon sign up.
• If you’ve already signed up for the Timna Tarr workshop 

please bring a check for $75 to the next meeting! Thank 
you for signing up!

Wednesday, April 15th
Robin Long :  Trunk Show 
What began as a quest in 1992 to make a Mariner’s Compass quilt for her 
Navy submarine officer husband grew into Robin Long’s signature strip-
pieced Mariner’s Compass system featuring rulers, books, and patterns 
that make this classic block accessible without paper piecing. Since 
launching Robin Ruth Design in 2015, she has become an internationally 
recognized teacher and a sought-after quilt designer for fabric

Thursday, April 16th  
Robin Long Workshop: Stripped Pieced Mariner’s Compass
You’ll love this class for learning how to make 16-point compass blocks 
using Robin Ruth Design’s rulers and strip-piecing method! Join Robin for 
this technique class to learn the compass basics as you make a Skinny 
Robin or Fat Robin Compass block - your choice!
 
•Class time and place is TBD
•There is a maximum of 18 students and will be open to non-members 
following the January meeting.
•Workshop fee is $120 payable upon sign up.  There will also be a $50 
ruler/pattern fee payable day of the workshop.

Farmington Valley Spring 2026 Programs

Sign up for these Workshops at the January Meeting!

Programs and Workshops
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Programs and Workshops (con’t)

Wednesday, May 20th

Karen Salemi:   Where Tradition Meets Improv

Thursday, May 21st  
   
Improv Quilting Workshop

Experience the best of both worlds as Karen share timeless traditional quilt blocks blended with vibrant 
improvisational elements. Each quilt showcases quality craftsmanship rooted in classic techniques, 
enhanced by spontaneous, creative touches that bring a fresh and modern flair. Learn how she creates 
quilts that are both beautiful and uniquely expressive.

A Second Opportunity To Win a Dinner with Timna Tarr!
Enter to Win Dinner with our nationally recognized March Speaker, Timna Tarr.  Dinner will be at the Soma 
Grille across from Eno Hall immediately before the March meeting.

There are two opportunities to have your name in the drawing for this dinner.   The first was at the November 
meeting.  The next opportunity will be at the upcoming February meeting!

Be sure to visit the Programs table to sign up in February.

Socials
The January meeting will once again feature “Members Teaching Members”. This was a well received 
meeting last year and will once again feature 4 guild members volunteering to share their talents and 
techniques. 

Brenda Day will show us how to sew circles
Kathy Gale will demonstrate how to face a quilt instead of binding it
 Chris Murray will share how to make a disappearing hourglass
Ellyn Mansfield will show a technique called square to square

Once again we’ll divide into 4 groups to rotate from station to station. Come join us for what promises to 
be an enjoyable and informative meeting!

Maria Gerard
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Guild Library

Sew Thankful Quilters
Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on 
the second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon.  We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would 
welcome anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.  
If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

SEW DAYS:  
Monday Jan 26, 10:00 – 2:30 Avon Public Library, 281 Country Club Rd., Avon, CT. Community Room
Monday Mar 16, 10:00 – 2:30 Avon Public Library, 281 Country Club Rd., Avon, CT. Community Room

CONTACT: Paula DeSilva, quilts2heal@comcast.net, 860.306.7000 OR Kathi Maglia, kmmaglia@comcast.net

Quilts 2 Heal

Interested in quilting? * The Granbees Welcome You * Beginners to Experts 
When: Third Tuesdays September to June 9:30 am – Noon
Where: East Granby Senior center
Programs: Trunk Shows, Demonstrations, Guest Speakers, Charity Quilts, Members 
helping members, Retreats, Applique, Basting Day, Refreshments 

Contact: Ellyn Mansfield Email: elhmansfield@gmail.com Phone – 860-561-2878 

Granbees Quilt Guild

From the Guild Librarians:

Each month, we feature special items from the Guild Library to pique interest. The list of items available in 
the Guild Library is on the members portion of the FVQ website.  If you find something interesting let Anne 
Dodge (annedodge71@gmail.com) know and it will be waiting for you at the next Guild meeting.  

This month features two books by Jane Davila:

Art Quilt Workbook: Exercises & Techniques to Ignite Your Creativity, by Jane Davila and Elin Waterston, C&T 
Publishing, 2007.

Jane Davila’s Surface Design Essentials: Explore Paints, Medium, Inks and Pencil: 15 Techniques for Fabric 
and More, Jane Davila, C&T Publishing, 2010.

Both books are meant to expand your horizons beyond traditional quilting by showing new design methods, 
techniques and tools to create unique art quilts and other art projects.  Jane shows various methods for 
using paints, photographs, fabric collage, stencils, and many more mediums to enhance your works of art.

https://web.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/JAVASCRIPT-BLOCKEDwindow.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT3393_com_zimbra_email%22))
mailto:kmmaglia@comcast.net
mailto:annedodge71@gmail.com
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Advertisements

For Sale:  HQ Simply Sixteen long arm on 10' frame with multiple accessories for sale. Hardly used 
(000195065 total stitches). The verified resale value for the long arm and all of the accessories is $5500, 
willing to take $5200 or best offer. Purchased at Sew Inspired and Viv can vouch for its' "like new" condition 
& value.   !0% of Sale will be donated to FVQ Guild.
Call or e-mail Michelle Palmer (860-836-7360, michpalmer1@gmail.com) 

6/25

Wanted:

Subject: quilting services
I’m reaching out and search of a local quilter who has availability to do the quilting on a baby quilt. I 
could be reached at 860-335-5331. Thank you I look forward to speaking with you.
Jill Email: laytonjm0114@gmail.com

Subject: Baby quilt
I was interested in getting quilt made with my children’s baby clothes. I was wondering if anyone in your 
community might be interested in doing this for me?  I’d be happy to compensate for the work.
Thank you so much for your help,
Sona Chaudhry.  Email:sona0587@gmail.com

9/25

Subject: Baby quilt Binding
Name: Tammy R Riebe
Message: Do you do this?
Email: tloke@cfl.rr.com
Subject: Binding on baby blanket

11/25

9/25

For Sale: Handi Quilter Amara machines for sale
Stationary or on 10' Studio frame; with or without Pro-Stitcher
Save thousands on like new shop demo machines.
$7,500-$17,000 depending on set-up. Let's make a deal!
Contact Vivian at 860-651-8885 or vivlazich@sbcglobal.net

11/25

For sale:
Juki HZL F600.3 years old. Serviced last November.
Includes custom extension table from Sew Steady.
Retails for $1399.00 on Amazon. No issues with machine. I just need to 
downsize. Asking $900.

Linda Johnston
757-532-5831
lindajva@gmail.com

For Sale:
Set of Red Snappers for Longarm. Like new. $100. Original cost $150.00.
Connie Beilstein  conniebct53@gmail.com

1/26

1/26

mailto:michpalmer1@gmail.com
mailto:laytonjm0114@gmail.com
mailto:sona0587@gmail.com
mailto:tloke@cfl.rr.com
mailto:vivlazich@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lindajva@gmail.com
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Quilting Events in the Area

2025 AQS Worldwide Quilt Parade
Oct. 8, 2025 – Jan. 31, 2026
https://www.americanquilter.com/quilt-parade

AQS QuiltWeek – New England
April 8 – 11, 2026
Connecticut Convention Center
100 Columbus Blvd.
Hartford, CT 06103
https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/event/landing
/eventid/41

Spring Shower of Quilts XX
April 17 - 18, 2026
St. Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
480 Racebrook Rd, Orange, CT 06477
https://ctpiecemakers.org/

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild Show
March 14 - 15, 2026
Blackstone Valley Regional Technical High School
65 Pleasant Street, Upton, MA 01568
https://thimblepleasuresquiltguild.blogspot.com

New England Quilt Expo
April 9 - 11, 2026
Double Tree by Hilton – Manchester Downtown
700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 03101
https://bnpquilts.com/

26th Annual Franklin County Quilt Show
April 11 – 12, 2026
St. Albans City Hall
100 North Main Street St., Albans, VT 05478
https://www.franklincountyquilters.org/

37th Annual Haddam Neck Congregational Church Quilt 
Show
April 11 - 12, 2026
Haddam Neck Congregational Church
408 Quarry Hill Road, Haddam Neck, CT 06424
https://haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org/

Champlain Valley Guild of Vermont Quilt Show
April 24 - 26, 2026
Holy Family Parish Hall
30 Lincoln St, Essex Junction, VT 05452
https://www.cvqgvt.org/

Exploring the World of Fibers 2026
Jan. 10 - Feb. 1, 2026
Nye Gallery @ LexArt
130 Waltham St
Lexington, MA 02421
https://www.lexart.org/exhibit-information/world-
of-fibers

Quinobequin Quilters Quilt Show
March 27 - 28, 2026
Needham Masonic Hall
1101 Highland Ave
Needham, 02494
https://www.quinobequin.org/quilt-show

Marathon Quilters Quilt Show: A Thread Runs Through 
It, Celebrating the Guild’s 30th Anniversary
April 11 – 12, 2026
Hopkinton Center for the Arts
98 Hayden Rowe St
Hopkinton, MA 01748
https://www.marathonquilters.com/show.html

The Vermont Quilt Show @ Burlington
June 18 – 20, 2026
The Doubletree Expo Center
870 Wiliston Rd
S Burlington, VT 05403
https://www.aquiltersdestination.com/burlington-vt

https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f05a2b3f40&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f05a2b3f40&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f05a2b3f40&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=11663f895d&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=11663f895d&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=525d900bad&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=b416508c3c&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=8d54b47bab&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=1fb5cd61f0&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=65cb58c2f4&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=46586b0569&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f5099750a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f5099750a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f5099750a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f5099750a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f5099750a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f5099750a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=f5099750a1&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=312e5cf993&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=312e5cf993&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=312e5cf993&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=fd57901bf4&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=67c63b3918&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=67c63b3918&e=781fb09e8a
https://sewmanyshows.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e35880b67872826e6bfbfc2&id=67c63b3918&e=781fb09e8a
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Newsletter Submissions
Due the Thursday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting.  Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com
Submissions for next newsletter due February 12, 2026.

mailto:dlcalkin@gmail.com

