February 2024 Newsletter

President’s Letter

Houston: We have a problem!

We love bringing new techniques and a variety of presenters to you, our Guild members.
The survey we conducted in the Fall confirmed this is what you would like to see and do.
Unfortunately, that is not translating into members signing up for our committed
workshops!

What can we do to get better participation?

Low registration numbers for our workshops put the Guild in a difficult position. Our
approach has been to cover the presenter’s workshop fees (the Guild fully covers the
presenter’s lecture fee) by charging a participant class fee. However, it has become
impossible to predict how many people will register; if we do not get enough people
enrolled, we are upside down financially, in a deficit scenario.

What is the impact on the Guild?

This means the Guild is using precious funds to cover the shortfall when we do not have
enough participants attending a workshop! While we try to mitigate this by offering outside
Guilds to attend at a higher price, this does not always result in covering all our costs. Our
policy is never to cancel a workshop with a presenter.

How can you help?

As we plan for 2024 and 2025, we would like to strongly encourage more members to
register for our workshops, starting with March 2024. We would like to thank the two
members who have already enrolled (that are not Board members in charge of the event).
We are thankful for the same few people who always sign-up. We pride ourselves in getting
terrific presenters and offering great workshops but if no one is interested, it begs the
question as to whether we should continue to offer workshops.

Please consider pushing yourself beyond your comfort zone to learn some new techniques
and support our Guild so we can continue to offer workshops. We recently sent an email
blast about the March workshop offering and it is described in the Program section of the
Newsletter.

And let us not forget...its renewal season and we have more renewals outstanding than
received! If you have not renewed yet, PLEASE bring your $25 renewal fee (or credit card)
to this month’s meeting — the team will happily assist you. If you cannot attend the
February meeting, mail it to our PO Box or give it to a friend to bring on your behalf. The
renewal deadline has been extended for ONE MORE MONTH ONLY to the end of February,
so please take note and come prepared. Our website password and distribution list will be
updated accordingly on March 15t

Hope your quilting journey continues to take you to wonderful new places!

Caroline
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Membership

IT’'S CRUNCH TIME
An email was sent out encouraging those who have yet to pay dues for 2024 to join the 86 members

already signed up. The $25 fee can be paid at the February meeting or checks can be made out to
FVQI and mailed to FVQ PO Box 172 Weatogue, CT 06089. Let’s strive to return our membership

numbers to near 125.
Thirty nine members and one guest attended the January meeting and saw quilts showcasing the

talents of our past presidents. A very inspiring evening!

Pam Stenman
Gail Burk

Treasurer’s Update

All the Guild accounts are balanced and in good order. The Board approved the Guild 2023-2024
Budget and it is available on Members Only section of the Guild Website. Look under the tab that says
"Minutes/Treasurer/Budget. If you have any questions or concerns please let me know

at annedodge71@gmail.com. Anne Dodge, Treasurer

Friendship Blocks

Old ltalian Blocks are due at this month’s meeting. Will you walk away with blocks made by your friends
at the guild? It only takes one to win!!

Directions can be found on the guild website or by going to tinyurl.com/FVQFriend2023

Questions-email Linnea (neaya@aol.com) or Katha (kkerr8994 @yahoo.com)

ABC Quilts

We are looking forward the February meeting to share the two ABC quilts with the guild! For everyone who
wants to participate in sewing the binding, please bring your favorite hand sewing notions: needles, thread
snips, needle threader, binding clips, reading glasses or anything else you need. We will supply the
coordinating thread.  See you all there — Kathie & Peggy
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Guild Library

News From the FVQ Library:

The Guild will have guest speakers and a workshop in March that will show creative
landscape quilting techniques. Below are some new books in the library to whet your
appetite:

Modern Landscape Quilts: Hand-Crafted, Modern Quilts and Accessories for You and Your Home, by
Donna McLeod

Starter Guide to Creating Art Quilts: Inspiring and Accessible Introduction for Beginners, by Susan
Kruszynski

Creating Art Quilts with Panels, Easy Thread Painting and Embellishing Techniques to Create Your
Own Colorful Piece of Art, by Joyce Hughes

And we had requests for new books on pre-cuts:

Quilter’s 2 V5" Strip Precut Companion: 20 Block Patterns Featuring Jellyrolls, Rolie Polies, Bali Pops
& More, by Jenny Doan

The Best of Jelly Roll Quilts: 25 Jelly Roll Patterns for Quick Quilting, by Pam Lintott

Charming Jelly Roll Quilts, by Scott Flanagan

...and one last title because!

Quilting by Hand: Hand-Crafted, Modern Quilts and Accessories for You and Your Home, by Riane
Elise

Mystery Night
Everyone Loves a Mystery!! It is fun to uncover the mystery pattern clue-by-clue!

Mystery Night Sign-Ups
May 17th from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM EST at Avon Church 6 W Main St, Avon, CT 06001

We have room for 15 people to attend this event. The fee is $20 dollars due at time of registration. Once
you have confirmed your registration and paid for the event, please send a message

to rosemarie.j.day@gmail.comto receive the instructions required to be done prior to the event. This will
include cutting your fabric and a supply list for what to bring.. The project is a small quilt roughly 42"
square. It can be done with scraps, if desired. The pattern is rather beginner friendly, but does contain
some smaller pieces in some spots. | promise it will be much easier to read compared to last year! Thank
you to our wonderful pattern testers who provided much valuable feedback for this design and to those at
last year's Mystery Night who provided feedback on how to improve this year. Any questions or concerns,
please feel free to reach out to me at rosemarie.j.day@gmail.com. Sign-up will be available at Guild
meetings and payment can be given to Anne Dodge at time of sign-up or mailed to the Guild address, FVQ,
PO Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089. Since this is at dinner hour it is recommended to bring food with you or
buy from one of the local shops in the area. Hope to see you for a FUN night of mystery and comradery!
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Programs and Workshops

A PDF Printout of programs is available on our Website: FVQuilter.org

Please contact Kathi Maglia (kmmaglia@comcast.net) or Joanne Farrell (jsanrafael@aol.com ) with any
questions about these programs or suggestions for future speakers.

February 21, 2024

FVQ Service Meeting- Improve Your Hand Sewing

Join us for Show and Tell first and then stay for completing two Community Service projects. Most of us
have contributed to the ABC House (A Better Chance) quilts and Kathie Fallon and Peggy Thomsen
have finished the quilt tops. The two large quilts need to be bound. Additionally, Quilts2Heal has two
large quilts that need to be bound as well. We will be seated at a few large tables and participate in a
Sewing Bee of sorts as we complete that task of hand sewing the bindings.

March 20, 2024
The Art of Janice and David Jones

The husband-and-wife team of Janice and David Jones share a passion for creating art and enjoy
presenting lectures, trunk shows and workshops.

Janice has been quilting since she was a child. From seamstress work to art quilting, this creative
passion has always been part of her life.

David’s passion was Indian ink and brush drawings for the six years he lived in Paris before moving to
Massachusetts in 1980. The transition to oil started in 2007. David has exhibited his oil paintings and
has won many awards at juried shows, including “Best in Show”. His work has been published in many
modern art books. He is the President of the Arts Institute Group of the Merrimack Valley and belongs to
many artists guilds.

March 21, 2024: Workshop: Seeing the Everyday in and Abstract Way- see description below:

Workshop
“Seeing the Everyday In An Abstract Way”
Presented by Janice & David Jones

Bring your scrap bag and let’s create small art quilts using simple
shapes. Step-by-step techniques to create landscapes and
abstract work will be demonstrated.
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Programs and Workshops (cont’'d)

March 21, 2024: Workshop: Seeing the Everyday in and Abstract Way

Expand your quilting repertoire, learn some new techniques, and have some fun!

Please join us for the upcoming workshop “Seeing the Everyday in an Abstract Way” on March 21st
with Janice & David Jones. This husband-and-wife team share a passion for creating art.

The workshop will focus on recreating an inspirational picture of your choosing. You as an artist will
spread fabric out on a surface, which you will review and study to see the abstract shape that will
become the driving idea for the finished art quilt.

Simple step-by-step techniques to create landscapes and abstract work will be demonstrated. The goal
will be to compose an art quilt (8°X10”) using this technique during the session and elicit peer ideas
and input during the process.

Bring an inspiration picture you want to re-create, your scrap bag and sewing machine. A supply list will
be provided upon registration.
Bring an inspiration picture you want to re-create, your scrap bag and sewing machine. A supply list will
be provided upon registration.

The Workshop will be held on March 215t from 9:00-4:00 at the Avon Congregational Church.
Please sign-up at the February meeting with a check made out to FVQ for $35.00. If you can't

attend the February meeting, please contact Joanne to make arrangements at
jsanrafael@aol.com

April 17, 2024
Mary Derry- NQA Certified Quilt Judge

Have you ever wondered what the process is when a certified quilt judge evaluates your quilt in a juried
show? Wonder no more -- Mary Derry will walk us through a few sample quilts and give us the inside
view of what a judge takes into consideration when looking at each part of a quilt. She will be happy to
answer your questions about the process and how she arrives at a final score.

May 15, 2024
Christa Nee- Joint Protection and Body Mechanics for the Quilter

Christa is an Occupational Therapist, Yoga Instructor and Quilter.

We've all sat at our machines for hours on end...only to ache afterwards. Protect those joints! Learn
the benefits of and ways to improve posture, body mechanics, joint protection and stretching to
improve your quilting experience for years to come.

Socials

June Social information coming.
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Celebrating Quilting

How long have you been a quilter?

Just about 40 years ago the FVQG came into being. To honor that time we will showcase our collective works in the
Friends of the Library room at the Simsbury Public Library.

During September 2024 and October 2024 take this opportunity to hang your work. Please consider being a part of
this 40 year effort! This is a great way to gain community support for our Guild. No judges! All are encouraged to
"Hang a Quilt".

Want more information? Contact Ellyn Mansfield. ELHMANSFIELD @gmail.com

NEQM Guest Passes

The guild’s membership to the NEQM has been renewed and we have received 4 complimentary tickets for anyone
interested in visiting there in the next year. If you’ve ever wondered about this museum, check them out on YouTube
where you'll find informative videos on current happenings.

June Challenge

Each year we offer guild members a quilting challenge. This year’s challenge topic is Endangered Species. You must
pick an animal(s) from the World Wildlife Fund list. Then use that to inspire a quilted item. As always it must be quilted
and finished, but can be any size or shape.

Questions? See Diane Calkin, dicalkin@gmail.com

Farmington River Quilt Project #2

MaryPat Leger is organizing another Farmington River Quilt project #2. For the part of the Farmington River from
Collinsville down to the Ct River. There will be 25 individual panels that make up the quilt, 11 more quilters are
needed. Are you interested in participating? The completion date is January 2025. Material kits will be sent out
by the end of January 2024. We will meet at the Quilted Ewe on Wednesday, February 21, 9:30-12:00 for an
informational meeting to answer any questions and begin planning for each panel. Contact MaryPat Leger

at mleger@snet.net or 860-309-3876

Neonatal Quilts

\gsasa
fauai
rmway
femmy

Committee: Darcy Grey Kitty Vangunten
Linda Johnston ~ Maureen Hulsart

We have a small inventory of Neonatal quilts now and will probably be delivering more to the hospital soon. |
just want to remind everyone that we are now donating our quilts to the Neonatal unit at St. Francis Hospital in
Hartford. Neonatal quilts are given to each family when their infant is discharged from the unit.

We are NOT collecting scent cloths. This is not something St. Francis currently uses, so please hold the scent
cloths. In the meantime, keep stitching and we will gladly accept your baby quilt.

Thank you for you continued support!
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Sunshine

As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might need one. In
order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone who could use a card from
us. If you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-651-8330) or any board member. Kathy's e-mail

is kbakerl@att.net

Sew Thankful Quilters

Please join Sew Thankful Quilters at the Avon Congregational Church for sewing your charity quilts on the
second Thursday of the month from 9:30 to noon. We will be sewing Quilts of Valor, but would welcome
anyone who would like to sew charity quilts.

If you have any questions, please call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775.

Quilts 2 Heal

CONTACT: Paula DeSilva, quilts2heal@comcast.net, 860.306.7000 OR Kathi
Maglia, kmmaglia@comcast.net

QUILT DISTRIBUTION for 2023 = 337 quilts

Advertisements

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed.

Grace ez3 quilting frame—includes wall mount. $75 pick up in Litchfield CT
see Linnea Amodio or call 860-967-4859 9/23

Scraps a novel by Dr. Ted M. Moore 214 641-4114

| am writing to see if my new novel “Scraps” would be of interest to members of your
quilt guild. It was inspired by a hope quilt my mother made for my father while he

was flying 32 missions in a B-17 bomber over Nazi Germany during WW II. She was j" rs;ﬁ
pregnant with me at the time. It is now available in print on BookBaby Bookshop, : : S
Barnes & Noble or Amazon (slower delivery) or can be instantly downloaded as an e- SCBAP

d M. Moore

Pr. Te

book. It is a work of fiction suitable for anyone except children due to some violence
but no bad words or explicit sexual content. | do think it is a good read and
somewhat unique with a quilt as the connecting link. Scraps is a journey of love, loss
and family spanning the years from the end of the Civil War through WW I1.

10/23
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Quilting Events

in the Area

TRADITION MEETS INNOVATION

Fiber Art by Phyllis Small

January 17 - March 11, 2024

Gallery Reception
Saturday, February 3
2-4pm

Hoppin Gallery in the Barney Library
Branch of the Farmington Libraries
71 Main Street

Farmington, CT

860-673-6791

Library Hours:
Mon - Thur

5
Sat 5

9-
9-

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Show

March 16 - 17, 2024

Blackstone Valley Regional Technical High School
65 Pleasant Street, Upton MA 01568
https:/thimblepleasures.orq

Quinobequin Quilters Quilt Show

March 22-23, 2024

Needham Masonic Hall

1101 Highland Ave, Needham, MA 02494
https:/www.quinobequin.org/quilt-show

Burlington Quilters Guild Quilt Show

April 6 - 7, 2024

112 Middlesex Avenue, Wilmington, MA 01887
https:/www.burlingtonquiltersquild.org/

Quilts after Covid Quilt Show

April 6 - 7, 2024

Tewksbury Senior Center

175 Chandler Street

Tewksbury, MA 01876
http:/www.tewksburypiecemakers.com/index.html

24th Annual Franklin County Quilt Show
April 6 -7, 2024

St Albans City Hall Auditorium

100 North Main Street

St Albans, VT 05478
http:/www.franklincountyquilters.org/

Amoskeag Quilters Guild Presents: Tomorrow’s
Heirlooms Quilt Show

April 20 — 21, 2024

Manchester Memorial High School

1 Crusader Way, Manchester, NH 03103
https://www.amoskeaqgqqg.org/welcome

phyllissmall.com

Hannah Dustin Quilters Guild Quilt Show
May 3 - 4, 2024

Hudson Community Center

12 Lions Avenue, Hudson, NH 03051
https:/hdqg.org/

A WORLD OF QUILTS XLl

Presented by: Northern Star Quilters' Guild
Saturday - May 4, 2024: 10am - 5pm

Sunday - May 5, 2024: 10am - 4pm

SUNY Purchase College

Physical Education Building

735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, NY 10577
Guest Speaker: Irene Roderick

Invitational Exhibit: Timna Tarr

Chelmsford Quilters’ Guild, Inc. Biennial Quilt Show 2024
May 18 — 19, 2024

Chelmsford Senior Center

75 Groton Rd, North Chelmsford, MA
https:/www.chelmsfordquiltquild.com/

Maine Quilts 2024

July 25 - 27, 2024

Augusta Civic Center

76 Community Dr., Augusta, Maine
https:/mainequilts.org/
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Newsletter Submissions

Due the Friday before the Wednesday Guild Meeting. Submit to dlcalkin@gmail.com
Submissions for next newsletter due March 15, 2024.

2022-2023 Board Members 2022-2023 Committee Members

President Caroline Berman ABC Quilts Peggy Thomsen
Vice President Ellyn Mansfield Kathie Fallon
Membership Pam Stenman, Gail Burk Fabric Swap Box Margaret Dooley-Duncan
Secretary Keri Livingston Friendship Blocks Linnea Amodio
Treasurer Anne Dodge Katha Kerr
Programs Kathi Maglia Hospitality Donna Gosselin
Joanne Farrell Marie Knapps
Newsletter Editor Diane Calkin June Challenge Diane Calkin
Publicity Rose Day Library Anne Dodge
Bridget Shanley Lois Palmer
Social Programs Linda Walter Kitty Vangunten
Candy Casciano Mystery Night Rose Day
Patti Slason Neonatal Quilts Maureen Hulsart
Katha Kerr Darcy Gray
Webmaster Kitty Vangunten Kitty Vangunten
Quilt Show Chair 2024 Jan Porri Linda Johnston
Sunshine Kathy Lettieri
Photographer TBD
Retreats Katha Kerr
CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day TBD

Website: Fvquilters.org

Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters
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