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We have elected a new board, and they will introduce
themselves to you elsewhere in this newsletter. Please give
a warm welcome to them and our next president, Karen
Kebinger. I know they will do an awesome job for us.

Quilt Shop News
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I will see you in the fall. Stay well and keep quilting.

I can’t believe this is the end of my time as your
president. The year has flown by. It is an honor and
pleasure to have served you. So much has changed since I
started in this endeavor. Though we have not met at Eno
since February, we continue to serve the community and
keep in touch through our website, newsletters and zoom. I
am very impressed and in awe of our members who have
been making and distributing masks to those in need. We
continue to make and donate neonatal quilts to UCONN,
and to post our quilts on our website for Quarantine Show
and Tell.
Our quilt show has been postponed until 2021. We may or
may not have our summer sew-ins this year. Stay tuned
for the decision on that. We have delayed paying dues for
the coming year until further notice. And as you are aware,
there will be no June Social.
However, here are the things we will do this June.
20th

1.1. Participate in CT Hang-A-Quilt Day, June
2.2. Finish quilts for the June Challenge and post with a
photo of our inspiration on Quarantine Show & Tell
3.3. Continue to make neonatal quilts for UCONN
4.4. Post our neonatal & other quilts on Quarantine Show &
Tell
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14
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Phyllis Small
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Now Presenting our 2020-2021 Board:
President – Karen Kebinger

Growing up in England we didn’t have a Television. From an early age l
was always making something and learned to Sew, Knit and Crochet.
My Mother made all our dresses and Curtains for our home, so there was
always fabric and sewing notions available.
When I left High School I worked in a Soft Furnishing workroom making
Drapes. This was in the 70’s so it was mostly hand sewing. I learned to
sew neatly and fast with a thimble!
After Marriage in 1977 and followed by a Son James and a Daughter Kate.
In 1988 we came to live in New Britain, America. My Husband Karl, is a
Mercedes Mechanic. He was offered a position at Gengras Motors Hartford,
through an agency in London.
I worked a few different jobs in retail, including J C Penney, Fabric Place
and JoAnn fabrics. When I began working for Husqvarna Viking Sewing
machines I discovered Quilting!
We taught our customers how to use their new Sewing machines and
offered classes in Sewing and Quilting.
I consider myself mostly self taught and enjoy discovering new designs
and techniques. I love to work on many different types of projects, Quilts,
Bags, Clothing, Knitting and Crochet.
I have belonged to a number of different Quilt Guilds and Quilting groups.
Currently I enjoy teaching classes in a number of different locations
Including 2 Senior Centers, Farmington High School and JoAnns in
Newington. I have a Mid- Arm Quilting frame and finish quilts for people.
I always say it’s not a Quilt until it’s Quilted!!

Vice President – Jan Porri

I grew up in Canton (back in the day) …and I currently live in
Windsor…but with plans to relocate to East Hartland in the next few
months. I have been the ‘owner’ of Jan’s Sewing Room for the past 91/2 years…starting in my home..then moving on to retail
locations….but came full circle last year..and brought the biz back
home. In addition to teaching kids how to sew, I have had a number of
adults (women and men) come and sew with me! I also do long arm
quilting for customers. I have 5 grown kids…and 2-1/2 grandkids….2
dogs and a cat…I am refurbishing a camper, and hope to get some
traveling in this summer..with my Featherweight in tow!! Life threw
me a curve ball over the winter….but..all is good!! I am so looking
forward to getting back to the OLD normal…and not the NEW one they
keep talking about!! Looking forward to seeing you all, and your
beautiful quilts... SOON!!! Happy Sewing!!!
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Secretary – Anne Dodge

I am Anne Dodge, Secretary for the FVQ. I am also the Librarian who, with
my intrepid committee, manages the Guild Library of books, DVDs, and
quilting tools. The list of Library items is available on the Guild Website.
I started quilting in the mid 1980’s. I tend more toward traditional quilting
and enjoy hand quilting. Hand quilting allows me to feel some connection to
women from past eras. I get my inspiration from our fellow guild members,
who I stand in awe of. Joining this Guild has allowed me to learn, expand my
horizons, and meet many new friends.

Treasurer – Katha Kerr

Program Chair Barbara Aubin

One day over 30 years ago, I randomly walked into a cute sewing
store at Simsburytown shops. “What pretty fabric,” I cooed to the
owner of the shop. She kindly showed me around and explained how
quilts were made. She told me she taught intro to quilt making
classes. “Sign me up!” I exclaimed. So what if I didn’t own a sewing
machine at the time and may possibly have never sewn on a
button. Dang, that fabric really caught my eye! And so began my
quilt making journey with the teachings of the wonderful Mickey
Lawler. I even forgave Mickey for making us appliqué a mallard duck
onto fabric (it was the ‘80s, ladies) because the patchwork block was
so fun to make.
My newfound love of fabric turned into a love of quilting, which
continues unabated to this day. I am not an artist, I cannot draw or
paint. I express my creativity through my use of fabric, pattern and
color. I love the graphic punch of modern quilts, especially traditional
patterns made modern through fabric choice. The majority of the quilts
I’ve made over the past couple years are “scrappy.” I love the
challenge of combining many fabrics in a quilt in my own unique
way. Simply put, I love to play with fabric, lots of it! I’ve made a
sizable dent in my stash during the pandemic and I think the quilts I’ve
made are more interesting because of it. I work right at my kitchen
table.
As a charter member of Farmington Valley Quilters. I love the talent
and inspiration that is all around us in the guild.
Assisting Barb will be Program Committee Members Gail Burk and Deb Jacoby.
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Social Programs - Bernice Hovencamp

After returning from a cross-country motorcycle trip with my husband on
his big Harley and me on my Honda Goldwing trike (“George”) in
September 2015, I joined the Quilts of Valor group run by Susan Elliott at
the Avon Congregational Church. In 2016, Susan suggested I join the
FVQ, and then in June 2018, I was cajoled into taking on the Social
Programs tasks. Many of you may know that I like to crochet Christmas
snowflakes. In January 2018, I joined the Sewin4Servicemen group at
the South Windsor Congregational Church, making lap quilts at all day
sew-in events on the fourth Saturday of the months of Jan., Feb., Mar.,
and Apr.
I love watching the tutorials of Jenny Doan of Missouri Star Quilt Co., and
Donna Jordan of Jordan Fabrics. I mostly like to piece traditional quilts.
My many nieces and nephews are keeping me busy making baby quilts
and doll quilts (or blankies) – two more babies are due in July and
August. I enjoy making pinwheel blocks from “leftovers” - like the goose
“poop” cutoffs from flying geese. I like to use the pinwheel blocks in red,
white and blue for the blankies so the babies get used to those colors.

Membership - Candy Casciano

I learned to sew from my Mom when I was around 6 years old,
starting out with doll clothes and progressing to sewing my own
clothes. I graduated with a Home Economics Education degree from
URI and taught at an area high school. After relocating from Rhode
Island to the Hartford area in the early 80’s, I began quilting after
taking a class at a local quilt shop. Since then I have been inspired
by the many classes I have taken, especially at the Vermont Quilt
Festival. I consider myself to be a traditional quilter and enjoy the
challenge of learning new techniques. I also love handwork;
embroidery/cross stitch, wool applique and knitting. I am also a
member of the Greater Hartford Quilt Guild and enjoy the friendship
and encouragement of many small groups. I retired from Aetna in
2017 and currently work at Sew Inspired Quilt Shop.

Publicity– Kitty Vangunten

I joined the quilt guild because I’ve sewn a lot but never quilted. My
grandmother made many beautiful quilts and her four daughters had all
made a few each but didn’t keep up with it. I took Quilting I and II from
Deb Jacoby, so I made a quilt in each of her classes. I entered the Quilt
Alliance contest (16” squares) several times and took a couple of classes
from Timna Tarr and Laurie Russman. I’d like to make a dog-themed quilt
and have some fabric towards that.
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Newsletter Editor – Diane Calkin

I started sewing around 1960, learning from my grandmother to make
clothes. I started quilting about 20 years ago.
In 2002 my sisters and I started a quilt pattern business called Udderly
Simple Designs. We sell our patterns on our website (udderlysimple.com),
at quilt shows and on Esty. I enjoy designing patterns (I am a retired
engineer, so my math skills are pretty good) and I have recently done a
fabric design of black and white doodled woodland animals. You can see the
quilt on our Quarantine Show and Tell Web Page.
I usually tend toward more traditional fabrics and designs. I particularly like
blocks from the 1800s. I am currently working on improving/learning hand
applique.

Web Master – Lisa Salvatore

Casual Quilter, Serial Joiner, Professional Drapery Maker.
I never met a two-color quilt I didn't covet!
I love being surrounded by talented, creative and friendly
people.
That's why I joined the guild. Best advice to new
members...get involved!
There are so many lovely people to meet and learn from
in our group. Don't miss out.

Quilt Show Chair – Maureen Hulsart

I have always been fascinated with quilts but knew I never had enough time
to pursue quilting while working full time, allocating time for my music
interests and other obligations. So when I was ready to retire, I took my
first quilt class with Lanie Newman at Sew Inspired to see if I could do it.
Aside from learning basic quilting skills, Lanie was very reassuring saying “if
you make a mistake, I have made the same one at least 10 times!”
I’m still learning and trying to find my niche. I am really interested in
landscape quilts and would like to try to pursue that area of quilting. My
inspiration is Kathy McNeil from Washington State. I follow her and am
constantly amazed at her design and quilting skills.
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Quilt Show
By Maureen
Hulsart
Show Chair

POSTPONED

We have decided to postpone our quilt show out of an abundance of caution for
our guild members, guests and vendors. We hope to schedule a show in 2021.
The Quilt Show Committee would like to thank the vendors who supported us this
year and hope that they will be joining us at our next show. Please support these vendors
when purchasing your quilt supplies!
Cate’s Sew Modern – 1300 Boston Post Rd, Guilford - cate@catesewmodern.com
Close to Home
227 Hebron Avenue, Glastonbury - closetohomegbury@gmail.com
196 Boston Post Road, Orange - closetohomeorange@yahoo.com
995 Queen Street, Southington - close@snet.net
Seamworker - Check out Seamworkershop on Etsy
TNT Quiltboards – 335 Hollis Rd, Luneberg, MA - KennedyTNT@comcast.net
Christian Lane Quilters – 44 Christian Lange, Berlin (by appointment only)
clquilters@sbcglobal.net
Lisa’s Clover Lane Quilting - 27 Webster Square Road, Berlin
Marguerite French Designs – 9 Moody Road, Enfield (by appointment only)
frenchdesignstudiollc@gmail.com

ABC Quilts
Nothing new to report this month. We have reached out to our Simsbury ABC contact to see
if there are any updates regarding the number of incoming freshmen to expect in the
fall. Given the uncertain times we live in, I will not be surprised if they respond that the
decision is still outstanding pending further guidance from the State on the status of the
upcoming school year. We are ready with 4 quilts in our inventory if we are fortunate
enough to be able to welcome some new students in August. Plans for any new ABC quilt
construction are on hold until we have that answer.
Be well and wash your hands, Peggy
& Kathie

Retreats
Fall Retreat 2020 – The dates are November 4-8. Unfortunately, at this time it is
not known whether we will be able to have it. I will keep you updated as I hear more
information. Christine Zepp
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Connecticut Hang-A-Quilt Day
Connecticut Hang-A-Quilt Day
June 20, 2020 is our date for Connecticut
Hang-A-Quilt Day. Please plan on participating
by hanging a quilt outside your house, on your
porch, clothesline, fence, from a tree, over a
chair, or on your garage. It will be a great
way to add some cheer and promote the art of
quilting.
If you would like to have a quilt hung on the
fence at the center cemetary in Simsbury,
please contact Connie Beilstein
(conniebct53@gmail.com) or Susan Elliott
(shselliott@sbcglobal.net). We have room for
about 20 and so far we do not have any
participants. Remember no one will be there
watching them, but they get so many
views. Hope you will consider hanging a quilt.
The guild has advertised this through shops
and the media. The Board decided to not
distribute the 5,000 rack cards to
quild members, shops, and other quilds; but I
would love you to distribute what you can. If
you would like to have some of these rack
cards, please contact me. You could place
them in your neighbor's mailboxes as you walk
your neighborhoods, ask at the grocery store if
they might hand some out, or any other way
you can think of. I have a plastic box by my
front stoop and I would be glad to leave some
for you. Contact me
at shselliott@sbcglobal.net or 860-748-1775.
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Programs and Workshops
The programs for March, April and May have been cancelled.
Since the workshop with Timna Tarr was cancelled for May, Timna is offering an online
program of her mosaic flower workshop. The course is not only for those who signed up for
the workshop but also for other guild members. The link
is www.CourseCraft.net/u/timnatarr. When you go to the link, there is further information
about the workshop, costs etc.
Our information about the virus is changing daily, so we can’t predict at this time our
meetings for the Fall, however, we do have the following programs planned:
September 16, 2020 - Jan Doyle talking about quilts and the underground railroad.
October 21, 2020 - Nancy Sullivan and Lynn Tibault will give a Quilt Clinic on solving
common quilt problems.
November 18, 2020 - Jane Davilia will talk on the Elements of Design. That talk will be
followed the next day with a workshop in which we will learn a sample of materials
and techniques for surface design.

Summer Sew-ins
Still up in the air are the two all-day sew-in events of July 15th and August 19th at the Avon
Congregational Church. Stay tuned for future developments.
Bernice Hovencamp

June Challenge
Be sure to post your June Challenge quilt and inspiration onto our
Quarantine Show & Tell Site. Thanks to all who are participating.
Diane Calkin, dlcalkin@gmail.com

Sunshine
As a caring Guild, we want to send a cheer card or sympathy card to any member that might
need one. In order for us to do this, Kathy Lettieri should be informed if you know of anyone
who needs a cheer card or sympathy card. If you do, please contact Kathy Lettieri (860-6518330) or any Board member. Kathy's e-mail is kbakerl@att.net
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Neonatal Quilts
Our May 21st neonatal quilt and scent cloth collection day was a HUGE success. THANK
YOU to all who contributed and so willingly took extra caution in washing and bagging your
creations. A huge thank you, also, goes out to Phyllis Small and Maureen Hulsart for
providing additional drop-off locations.
On May 29th, our UCONN neonatal liaison, Shari Galvin, was given the fruits of your love
and labor – 62 neonatal quilts and 30 scent cloths. Almost in tears, Shari noted her
genuine gratefulness. “This will get us through the summer,” she stated.
The success of our collection day gives us a grand total of 161 neonatal quilts and
154 scent cloths for the year! With your support, we will continue our mission of
providing unique and lasting gifts to these families at a very difficult and stressful time.
Please keep quilting during the warm days of summer. If you are in need of batting,
inspirational packets or flannel, please call me at 860-678-0836 or email me at
acull113@comcast.net.
Thank you all once again for making this such
successful event.
Happy quilting and be safe,
Alberta

NEQM SHOW OPPORTUNITY 2021
As supporting members of the New England Quilt Museum (NEQM) in Lowell, MA, the
Farmington Valley Quilt Guild is entitled to select one quilt to display in the Museum’s Biennial
Summer Celebration exhibit 2021. Our Quilt Show Committee voted to support this exhibit as a
way to promote our guild and the quilting skills of our members.
Our Guild Board and our Quilt Show Committee together will choose one quilt to be exhibited at
the NEQM and one runner-up from our Sew Beautiful Quilt Show 2020. There will be a box to
check on our registration form if you wish your quilt to be considered for this competition. Please
note that the quilt must be available from May, 2021, through September, 2021.
For more information and criteria set by the NEQM and FVQI, please look on our
website, fvquilter.org. If you have any questions or reservations about entering, just get in touch
with Phyllis Small (phyl@phyllissmall.com) or Maureen Hulsart (musiconthestreet@comcast.net).
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Advertisements
If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to
quilting/sewing, advertise it here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six
months; after which it will be removed.
Granbees Quilt Guild Looking for Members
ARE YOU A QUILTER? If you don’t like to drive at night, but want to belong to a quilt
group
come to THE GRANBEES. We meet at the EAST GRANBY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH RT.
20 in East Granby Center. The 3rd Tuesday of the month at 9:30AM.
ALL ARE WELCOME. Ad 12/19
Please consider sharing your stash with new quilters!
Middle School & Library Looking for Quilting Fabrics
If you have any quilting fabrics you would like to part with, both Henry James Middle School
and the Simsbury Library can use them.
They both teach quilting classes to students. Please bring them to any guild meeting and Lisa
Salvatore will make sure they end up in appreciative hands.
Thanks so much!!
Lisa Salvatore
Lisa.B.Salvatore@gmail.com
For Sale: 17” Nolting FunQuilter. This longarm machine comes
with all the following: Grace Frame (up to 11 ft), Stitch
Regulator, Circle Lord Stylus, Laser Stylus, Canvas Leaders,
Leader Grips, Ruler Mate and 3 User manuals. The price for this
longarm machine is $5,000.00. This machine is a great
introduction to longarm quilting. Please contact Chris at 860666-6898 or at j-cclegg@juno.com

Working Treadle Machine
We received an offer via our website for a working treadle machine. Donated to the Guild for
members teaching members or displays at quilt shows, etc. Anyone interested can contact the
owner, Rowena York, at 860-658-2153 york333@comcast.net
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Reimbursements/Deposits
As a result of the audit we underwent in the fall the process for requesting reimbursements
and depositing funds have been updated. Both transactions now require a form to be
submitted, both forms are available on the website. The expense reimbursement form
should be accompanied by receipts and documentation. If you have any questions please
let me know.
Katha Kerr, Treasurer

Meetings
April, May, June Meetings Cancelled
Sept 16 next meeting
Guest Fee
There is a $10.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with paid speakers or dinners. Any guest who
joins the guild that night will not have to pay the guest fee.
Show and Tell
Get a jump on completing the Show and Tell form. Look for the Form on the Website under
Members only.
Treasurer’s Report
If you are interested in the monthly treasurer's report, visit the guild website.

Show & Tell Plus
Please join our QUARANTINE SHOW & TELL
Share what you’re doing in our new Google Photos Album
We are excited to see how you’re channeling your creativity during this challenging time.
Use this link to access the album: https://photos.app.goo.gl/pdbw25pwJ8R2ReKH9
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Quilting Events in the Area
Please be sure to check for cancellations
Pieces of American History: Connecticut Quilts Oct 11,2019 to May 16, 2020
Connecticut Historical Society Exhibit with about 30 quilts ranging from last quarter of
eighteenth century to present day.
Plymouth County Cranberry Quilters Quilt Show - September 19-20, 2020
Plymouth Community Intermediate School
117 Long Pond Road, Plymouth MA 02360
http://www.pccqg.com/
Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild Ruby Celebration - Oct 2-3, 2020
Hope Community Church
11 Hale Street, Newburyport MA
https://mvquilters.org/
Belknap Mill Quilters' 43rd Annual Quilt Show "Harvest of Quilts” - Oct. 3-4, 2020
Gilford Community Youth Center
19 Potter Hill Road, Gilford NH
https://www.bmqg.org/quilt-show.html

Quilters Needed
The Sew Thankful Quilters who make Quilts of Valor at the Avon Congregational Church
would love to have you join us either regularly or whenever you can.
Quilts of Valor is an
opportunity to provide a quilt to the men and women who have served our country and have
been touched by war. It is a tangible thank you for their service, sacrifice and valor. We have
the supplies, we just need your time and talents. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM at 6 West Main St., Avon. Please call or email me if you
have questions, Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863, shselliott@sbcglobal.net.
Quilts2Heal provides comfort and healing through quilts created for those who have suffered a
loss, illness, or challenge in their lives. Sew days scheduled at Sew Inspired, Simsbury for:
Tuesdays 5/12, 5/26, 6/9 and Friday 6/19. All sew days are in the studio at Sew Inspired from
10a.m.- 4p.m. Please join us or just drop in to say hi. Bring just yourself or come with your
sewing machine and supplies. ALL ARE WELCOME:
For more information contact Paula DeSilva, Founder; quilts2heal@comcast.net 860-306-7000
or Lynda Cook, blcook66@gmail.com or visit our website https:// www.quilts2heal.org/

Quilt Shop News
Quilting By The Yard is in the process of closing.
Beginning Monday, June 15, all regular priced merchandise will be 50% off with a 1/2
minimum cut. Anything already marked 50% off from the classroom shelves will be 80% off
with a one yard minimum cut.
Gift Certificates will be honored. Sorry but punch cards will not! Please bring your own bag.
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Membership
Membership We will postpone collecting renewal membership dues until August or
September. Our membership year will continue to run July 1 - June 30 each year. We are
only postponing the payments.
Susan Elliott
FVQI
PO Box 172
Weatogue CT 06089

Post Photos to Instagram

Newsletter Submissions

FVQI is now on Instagram
Follow us: @farmvalquilters
Any photos you want posted?
Email Lisa Salvatore at:fvquilter@gmail.com

Due the Friday before the
Wednesday Guild Meeting. Submit
to dlcalkin@gmail.com

2019-2020 Board Members
President
Vice President
Membership
Secretary
Treasurer
Programs

Newsletter Editor
Publicity
Social Programs
Webmaster
Quilt Show Chair

Phyllis Small
Karen Kebinger
Susan Elliott
Anne Dodge
Katha Kerr
Bev Hughes
Tina Davies
Ingrid Nelson
Judy Lackey
Gail Burk
Diane Calkin
Kitty Vangunten
Bernice Hovencamp
Lisa Salvatore
Maureen Hulsart

Website: Fvquilters.org
Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters

2019-2020 Committee Members
ABC Quilts
Fabric Swap Box
Friendship Blocks
Hospitality
June Challenge
Library
Mystery Night
Neonatal Quilts

Peggy Thomsen
Kathie Fallon
Marilyn Webber
Linnea Amodio
Donna Gosselin
Lynn Veith
Marie Knapps
Diane Calkin
Lois Palmer
Anne Dodge
Kitty Vangunten

Debbie Lovejoy
Alberta Culley
Sunshine
Kathy Lettieri
Half Sq Triangle Swap Diane Francini
Judy Prohaska
Photographer
Susan Gauvain
Retreat – Fall
Christine Zepp
Retreat – Spring
Christine Zepp
CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day Susan Elliott
Connie Beilstein
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